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Abstract of Proceedings 
FOR THE YEAR 1872'-%5, 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY. 


SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 
JANUARY 23, 1874. 


xc: SPECIAL AsseMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
NA Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of 
“@ ¥; Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Athol, 
Massachusetts, on Friday evening January 23, 1874. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Cuar.es A. STOTT............ Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Henry W. Ruae.............. Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL.............. Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir JOHN DEAN...........002 cc eeee ee Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. Gzeorar 8. Noygs.... ...... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Neison W. ALDRICH.............. Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Georce E Sracy................ Grand Junior Warden. 
_ E. Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN.............-. Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN.... ........ Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Hocum HosForD.............006. Graud Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir Dante E. CHaAsk...............-. Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir Hocum Hosronp, acting........... Grand Warder. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened for the purpose of consti- 
tuting and dedicating Athol Commandery of Knights Tem- 
plars and the Appendant Orders, and installing its officers 
publicly, and in the presence of ladies, 
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claim for our institution, the high and noble mission of the 
church, whose great aim is the conversion of all men to a 
knowledge of, and belief in, the one, only true and living God; 
still, we can but feel that of all other associations, or societies, 
of whatever name or creed, ours stands paramountly above them 
all, for loyalty and devotion to the great truths contained with- 
in that sacred volume which we take to be the rule and guide 
of our lives. 

The confraternity, Sir Knights, to which it is our privilege to 
belong, is still more closely allied to the Christian Church, for it 
is “‘ founded upon the Christian religion and the practice of the 
Christian virtues,” and claims for its patron an eminent Chris- 
tian saint. Appreciating the benefits to be derived from such 
an inetitution, you, Sir Knights, applied to my predecessor 
for a dispensation to form and open a commandery of Knight 
Templars in this place. 

Previous to the year 1805, bodies of Knights Templars were 
established in this jurisdiction without any constitutional 
authority, but in that year the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island was formed, and since that time the 
sanction of that Grand Body has been necessary in the forming 
and opening of anew commandery. Such sanction you have 
received in the form of that beautiful charter, granted at our 
last annual assembly, and in accordance with the same, proclam- 
ation has been made that Athol Commandery of Knights Tem- 
plars and the Appendant Orders has been legally constituted and 
its officers duly installed, and from this time forth you will take 
rank as the thirty-seventh in our jurisdiction. By the action 
of the Grand Commandery in granting, and its officers in con- 
xtituting, another star has been added to our already well 
dotted templar firmament, and as stars differ from each other 
in brightness, my earnest hope is that your star may assume 
that peculiar lustre, that shall cause the masonic astronomer, 
us he gazes upon our constellation to exclaim, sec ! a new star 
has arisen out of the west. Your commandery has this even- 
ing been dedicated by our excellent prelate to St. John the 
Almoner, and as this day is the one set apart by the catholic 
church to be observed in remembrance of him, it would seem 
to be particularly appropriate to have our attention called at 
this time and upon this occasion to the life and character of 
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this most exemplary man. The holy land and especially the 
city of Jerusalem, has in all ages been regarded as the birth- 
place of the Christian religion, but more especially was it 
looked upon in the early ages as the shrine, to which all those 
who put their trust in the Saviour of the world, should repair 
and obtain remission of their sins, at the tomb of him who 
died that we might live. 

Addison says in his history of templars, ‘‘ that year after 
year and century after century, hundreds and thousands of 
both sexes, of all ranks, and every age, the monarch and the 
peasant, the noble and the beggar, flocked to the shrines and 
the altarsof Palestine. They visited with pious affection Beth- 
lehem, where the Saviour first saw the light, they bathed in the 
waters of the river Jordan, wherein he was baptized. and wept 
and prayed on Calvary, where he was crucified.” 

In the seventh century Jerusalem was captured by the infidels 
who submitted its inhabitants to great cruelty and oppression and 
imposed a tribute upon all pilgrims who flocked to the sepul- 
chre of Christ. ‘Thus after having suffered hunger, thirst, the 
parching influence of a burning sun, sickness, danger, and 
often robbery, when the weary pilgrim, arrived at the very 
entrance of the holy city, with the bourne of all his pilgrimage 
hefore him, the enthusiastic objects of all his hopes in sight, 
the place of refuge and repose for which he had longed and 
prayed within his reach, unlese he could pay the stipulated 
sum, (which was a piece of gold,) he was driven from the gates. 
and was forced to tread back all his long way, unfurnished with 
any means, and unsupported by any hope, or to die by the road- 
side of want, weariness and despair.” In the eleventh century 
the zeal of pilgrimage had reached its height, and the caravans 
of pilgrims had become so numerous as to be styled the ‘‘ armies 
of the Lord.” 

It was during this century, (about 1050) that some rich Ital- 
ian merchants who had experienced the inhumanity of both 
Greeks and Arabians undertook to provide an asylum for the 
poor pilgrims. Permission was finally granted them to erect a 
church within the holy city, and a chapel was accordingly 
erected near the holy sepulchre; at the same time two hospitals 
were erected for the reception of both sexes — ‘‘for to kiss the 
holy shrine came sacred and chaste widows, forgetful of femi- 


16 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


nine fear and the multiplicity of dangers which beset their 
path.” The one was dedicated to Saint Mary Magdalen, the 
other to Saint John the Almoner, or Alms-giver, as he wax 
often called. From all that can be learned from “ Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints,” and the “‘ History of the Catholic Church,” 
in regard to this remarkable man, we find that he was born about 
the middle of the sixth century, at Amathus in Cyprus, and 
was the son of the governor of that island. Having been de- 
prived, in the prime of his life, of his young wife and infant 
children, he resolved to become a priest of the holy church, 
and to give himself entirely to Gcod’s most holy cause, and to 
serve unceasingly, Christ’s suffering members, the poor. And 
to this end he gave the whole of his vast wealth to relieve 
the poor, who, he said, were his ‘ masters.” On account of 
his extraordinary picty and sincere love for souls, he war 
esteemed worthy to be raised to the Episcopacy, and was con- 
secrated bishop, about the beginning of the seventh century, and 
was soon afterwards promoted to the patriarchal See of Alexan- 
dria. It was now, especially, that the world beheld how great 
was his charity, and how disinterested his love for his poor fel- 
low mortals; it was at this time that he reccived the title of 
Alms-giver. 

The Persians having entered Syria with great force, over-ran 
the entire country bringing ruin and desolation, burning towns. 
plundering cities, and taking away with them everything they 
could carry. The people, terrified at their approach, fled the 
country, and a great many came to Alexandria, where St. John 
received them with open arms, gave them shelter, supplied 
them with food and every thing they required to relieve their 
wants. His charity was like that of his divine master, Jesus 
Christ, broad, expansive, embracing all, without distinction of 
persons. The limits of his own city, or country, could not 
contain the ardent fire of his love—other nations felt its heat. 
To those who remained in Syria, he sent money and supplies. 
To the poor and needy of Jerusalem he sent one thousand 
sacks of corn, as many of pulse, one thousand pounds of iron, 
and workmen to assist in rebuilding their churches, and those 
led away captive he ransomed at a great price. For the 
wounded and sick he built hospitals. It is related that from 
time to time some of those who sought alms, did not really 
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stand in need of any assistance, and those charged with the 
distribution of the goods of the church complained to him of 
their conduct. 

He listened to what they had to say and then reproved them 
severely, both by word and look, telling them that if they 
wished to be servants of Jesus Christ, to ‘ fulfill his command- 
ment, and give freely, give to every one; the goods, the wealth 
we have are not ours, they are a gift from heaven, therefore, 
whosoever asks in God’s name. has a right to them, and must 
have them.” — 

His charity was again greatly taxed, it was a year of distress 
and famine in Egypt; the river Nile had not overflowed its 
banks and death stared the inhabitants in the face, his own 
means were exhausted, and he prayed to God, night and day. 
for means whereby he could relieve his ‘‘ masters, the poor.” 
And in answer to his prayer, two large vessels arrived laden 
with money and provisions which lasted for many months. An 
incident is related, which sets forth in strong light his un- 
swerving devotion to his faith. 

‘*A young man who had been twice married came and 
offered him two hundred bushels of corn, and a large sum of 
money, if he would ordain him a deacon of the church, but 
St. John replied:—‘‘ Your offering is great, but your motive is 
not pure, the God who fed my brothers, the poor, before we 
was born, will still continue to feed them, if we but observe his 
commandments; he who blessed the five loaves in the desert, 
and fed.the multitudes, can bless the ten bushels of corn in my 
granary, and feed the suffering thousands of Alexandria.” He 
established a law that whoever should be found using false 
weights, or measures, should have his property confiscated, his 
goods sold at auction, and the money given to the poor. He 
would not permit his officers or servants to receive presents, 
which he said were no better than bribes, and would bias the 
most impartial. 

So great was his love for others, that he deprived himself of 
every luxury, and comfort, taking little or no rest, and when- 
ever he did it was upon a miserable pallet, scarcely fit for a 
peasant. A certain rich man, seeing the poverty of his room, 
sent him a luxurious and costly couch. He received it out of 
consideration. for the giver, but upon reflection, he said, how 
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Hie laet act was one of charity. enliz).tencd by faith, and 
strengthened by hope. The Greeks honor this saint on the day 
of his death, the 11th of November, but the Roman Martyrol- 
ogy, on the 23d of January. the day marked for the transla- 
tion of hie relies, 


Such is a brief sketch of him to whom we dedicate our 
commanderies, Let us Sir Knights. keep forever bright upon 
the altars of our hearts, the remembrance of his many virtues. 
Let our charity, like his, breathe that broad catholic spirit so 
elegantly portrayed in the scriptares. ** Though I speak with 
the tongues of men and of angels and have not charity, I am 
become a« sounding brass, anda tinkling cvmball. And though 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long and is kind. 
Charity envieth not, and is not easily provoked.” 


The formation of any masonic body is attended with more or 
Jess difficulty, but especially is it so of a commandery, the details 
of which are far greater than either lodge, chapter or council, 
and I am happy to be able to congratulate you upon your 
apparent prosperity as evidenced by these beautiful apartments, 
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this day solemnly dedicated by the Grand Lodge to the uses of 
freemasonry. In the selection of a name for your commandery 
you have been equally fortunate, commemorating the town in 
which yon are located, as well as an eminent mason and tem- 
plar. I find upon referring to the history of freemasonry in 
Scotland, that John, 3d Duke of Athole, was elected Grard 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, November 30th, 1773, 
and November 30th, 1778, the Most Noble John, 4th Duke of 
Athole, was elected to the same office. He was also elected in 
1779, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England.* On the 
30th of November, 1843, George Augustus Frederic John, K. 
T., 6th Duke of Athole, was called to preside over the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, (the 66th in succession) and held this high 
office with great acceptability to the craft until his death in 
June, 1864. He was initiated in the Lodge of Saint John, 
No. 14, at Dunkeld, in November, 1841, and was on the 30th 
of the same month, elected D. G. M. ‘No craftsman has 
ever presided over the Grand Orient for so long a period and 
none was more beloved and respected. Under his auspices the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland attained to a great measure of pros- 
perity, far exceeding that of any former period.” A large 
sized painting, commemorative of his Grace’s installation as the 
head of the order of Knights Templars, hangs in the Robing 
Room of the Grand Lodge. He was born September 20th, 
1814, and died in June, 1864. The following is a copy of the 
dirge composed by the Grand Bard, for the funeral held by the 
Grand Lodge in honor of the Duke of Athole : 


“Oh wild wails the wind o’er the green hills of Athole, 
While deep in the valleys the dark waters flow ; 

The cravens are moaning, the forests are groaning, 
The grey clifts are shrouded in dense wreaths of woe, 

Through gien and through corrie the Coronach’s stealing, 
Round shieling and cottage sad sounds fill the air, 

Yn castles and palaces, love-lorn bearts are revealing 
Their soul-stricken anguish in tones of despair. 


*(Note Grand Recorder, 

This Grand Lodge originated in irregular lodges held by discontented brethren and 
members of erased lodges; they were known as achismatics, styling themselves “ An- 
tient York or Athol Masons." The Duke of Athol was Grand Master of thie body from 
1772 until 1818 when he resigned {n favor of H. R. H., the Duke of Kent; and on Ne- 
cember 27, 1818, the reunion of all the Freemasons of England took place, thus forming 
what is now the * United Grand Lodge of A. F. and A. M. of England.”’] 
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“ Well may the clansmen Jament their brave chieftain; 
Well may we Brothers our loved Master wail ; 
He who maintained in their pure pristine glory 
The light of the Craft and the fame of the Gael; 
And‘now though. he sleeps "mid his own native mcuntains, 
While lowland and highland one sad sorrow share, 
Watered and nourished by love's swelling fountains, 
His name in our bosoms shall bloom ever fair.” 


Henceforth the welfare of templar masonry in this locality 
is left to your care ; receive this sacred trust in the sathe spirit 
as the templars of old dedicated themselves to the recapture of 
the holy land; and like them, let vour ‘* beausant ” be black and 
terrible to the enemies of morality and the christian religion: 
and white to all those who have the elevation of humanity at 
heart. To you Sir, as Eminent Commander, will the Grand 
Commandery look for a proper enforcement of all its rules 
and regulations, promulgated for the government of our order. 
You will also attend with your council the Assemblies of the 
Grand Commandery, so that you shall be apprised of all legis- 
lation there enacted. Examine carefully every candidate for 
the orders, and do not be in haste to swell your ranks, for a 
sure but steady growth is the most to be desired. And to you 
Sir Knights, is enjoined that obedience to the commands of 
him you have placed in authority, as shall conduce to the pros- 
perity of this Commandery which I know you have so much at 
heart. And I would especially commend to you that rule pre- 
pared by Saint Bernard for the government of the tem- 
plars : — ‘‘ Contentions, envyings, spite, murmurings, back- 
biting, slander, we command you with godly admonition to 
avoid, and do ye flee from them as from the plague.” Let 
every one of you therefore dear brothers, study with a watchful 
mind, that he do not secretly slander his brother, nor accuse 
him, but let him studiously ponder upon the saying of the 
prophet, ‘‘ Be thou not an accuser or a whisperer among men.”’ 

It ie to you, Sir Knights, that your future history belongs, 
and to your care I confide it. 


“Though rough the path and steep and hard, 
Bright though distant thy reward ; 

Fear not, pause not, yield not now, 

Soon a wreath shall twine thy brow.” 
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At the close of the foregoing address the benediction 
was invoked by the E. Grand Prelate. The R. E. Grand 
Commander and Grand Officers then retired and the Grand 
Commandery was declared adjourned. 


The Eminent Commander of Athol Commandery invited 
the Grand Officers, the ladies and all visiting Sir Knights 
and guests to repair to the “ Pequoig House,” where an 
elegant banquet was prepared by Sir Knight Bangs. 
At the close of the banquet the company repaired again 
to the hall or remained in the parlors of the hotel as they 
preferred, at each of which places an hour or more was 
most agreeably spent in a social and friendly manner. 


Attest: 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 


SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 
May 27th, 1874. 


> HE Semi-AnnuaL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Command- 
'. ery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of 


é es 


“&..2% Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Masons’ 
Hall, in the city of Providence, R. I., on Wednesday, May 
27th, A. D., 1874. 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened at | o’clock, P. M. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Caarues A. STorr............. Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Henry W. Rvuae.............. Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL............. Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Joon DEAN.............. 0:0 c eee Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. Grorce 8. Noves........... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir NeLson W. ALDRICH............. Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Georce E. Stacy.............--- Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir Winutam PARKMAN............... Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN............. Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Danteu E. CHASE... ..........6. Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir Gkorece H. BURNHAM............ Grand Captain of the Guards. 
E. Sir E. Dana BaNncrort............ ) 

E. Sir CaaRtes M. AVeRrY............ § Grand Lecturers. 

E. Sir Espen F. Gay............0..000-- Grand Sentinel. 


Permanent Members, being Past Grand Officers. 


E. Sir Wirturam E vison, E. Sir WiniraM B. BLANDING, 
E. Sir Coar.es H. Tirts, E. Sir Henry CHICKERING. 
E. Sir Thowas A. Dove, 


Members, being Past HB. Commanders, not elsewhere represented, 


E. Sir Jonn SHEPLey, E. Sir A. H. Cusnman, 
E. Bir STILLMAN WHITE, E. Si: Jonw P. LutTaen. 
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The Sir Knights united ia their devotions with the E. 
Grand Prelate. 


On motion of E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle, it was 


Voted, That as the records had been printed and distributed, the read- 
ing thereof be dispensed with. 


The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 

ing 
ADDRESS. 

Sir Knights: 

THE wanderer in foreign lands looks forward with feelings 
of delight to that time when he shall be permitted once more 
to visit the place of his nativity and to recall the pleasant assé- 
ciations connected with it, and to form new resolutions for the 
future. So have we come to-day from all parts of our juris- 
diction, to the birthplace of this Grand Commandery, to recall 
to mind the memories of our illustrious frafers, to whom we 
us a Grand Commandery owe our existence, and to renew our 
vows around this altar of Christian Knighthood. 

Sixty-nine years ago this very month, and within a stone’s 
throw of the place where we are now assembled, this (rrand 
Commandery was organized, by Sir Knights Webb, Fowle, and 
their associates. How different that assembly from the one 
we are to-day holding. Then it was composed of representa- 
tives from only three commanderies; to-day we number thirty- 
nine, with a representation of two hundred and forty-two 
knights in Grand Commandery, and a membership of five 
thousand and seventy-six by the last report of our Grand 
Recorder, the largest number returned by any of our Grand 
Commanderies except New York. 

We find that the growth of this Grand Body was slow but 
sure, for in the first twenty-five years of its existence only six 
Commanderies were enrolled. For the next eighteen years no 
new Commanderies were formed. And during the next twelve 
years only seven were added to the roll, making thirteen in 
fifty-five years, exactly one third our present number. Can we 
not well say how fruitful the harvest in these latter years. I 
congratulate you upon the prosperity which has attended the 
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labors of those who planted the seed. and they who faithfully 
watched over and nourished it during the gloomy days of 
adversity. May we emulate them in their devotion to the 
principles of Templar Masonry. 


Our Constitution requires the Grand Commander or one of 
his Council to visit every Subordinate Commandery within 
the jurisdiction, and for the better performance of this duty I 
issued General Order No. 1. 


GrRaxp COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, AND APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


OFFICE OF R. E. GRaND COMMANDER, 
Lowen, Mass., Nov. 12, 1873. 
[GENERAL ORDER, No. 1.] 
The following is the assignment of commanderies for visitation : 


Firet.—To the R. E. Grand Commander: Pilgrim, Saint Bernard, Cal- 
vary, Bay State, (t. p.), Cyprus, (vu. D.) 


Srconp.—To the V. E. Sir Henry W. Rugg, Deputy Grand Commander, 
Boston, Worcester County, Springfield, Milford, Woonsocket, Narragan- 
sett, Bristol, Northampton, Natick. 


Tamp.—To the E. Sir Wyzeman Marshal], Grand Generalissimo: 
Saint John’s, Newburyport, DeMolay, Old Colony, Winslow Lewis, Jeru- 
salem, Hugh de Payens, William Parkman, Ceur de Lion. 


Fourtn.—To the E. Sir John Dean, Grand Captain General: Holy 
Sepulchre, Palestine, Haverhill, Bethany, Saint Omer, South Shore, 
Berkshire, Gethsemane. 


Fiera.—To Sir Edward L. Freeman, Grand Lecturer : Washington, 
Sutton, Godfrey de Bouillon. 


S1xta.—To Sir E. Dana Bancroft, Grand Lecturer: Connecticut Val- 
ley, Trinity, Athol. 


SEVENTH.—To Sir Charles M. Avery, Grand Lecturer: Joseph Warren, 
Olivet. - 


Eieu1H.—The Grand Officers will make their visita, if possible, before 
the Semi-Annual Assembly, and report the condition of the several com- 
manderies assigned to them for visitation, at the ert Annual Assembly. 


Nintz.—The Grand Commander desires the work of each subordi- 
nate to conform in every particular to that adopted by the Grand Com- 
mandery, and for that purpose has appointed Grand Lecturers, who will 
cheerfully give such instruction in the ritual and lectures as may be 
a 
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Tenta.—The R. E. Grand Commander will be at the office of the 
Grand Recorder every Monday, at 1 o'clock. 
CHARLES A. STOTT, 
Attest: Grand Commander. 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


December 10, 1873. By invitation of Sir Samuel Wells, 
Eminent Commander of Saint Bernard Commandery, I installed 
Sir Otis E. Weld, Eminent Commander, and other officers, into 
their respective stations. On the evening of May 13, 1874, 
accompanied by several of the Grand Officers, I made an official 
visit to this Commandery and witnessed their work upon the 
order of the Temple, which was very correctly rendered. The 
memory of Saint Bernard was duly honored by speech and 
song, and the recollection of the social feature of their assem- 
blies will long be remembered by your Grand Officers. 


January 7. I visited Pilgrim Commandery, Lowell, and at 
the earnest request of the Eminent Commander, I invited all 
the officers of the Grand Commandery to join me, as the 
‘‘Pilgrims” were desirous of extending to them their hos- 
pitalities. The invitation was very generally accepted, and the 
occasion one that will linger in the memory for long years to 
come. This Commandery being my Templar home, it has 
been my privilege to frequently witness its work and partici- 
pate in its ceremonies, and I can testify to the correctness 
of ritual and zeal for Templar Masonry manifested by its 
officers and members. On the 6th of the present month the 
Past Commanders were invited to confer the order of the Red 
Cross and assigned the following stations: 


SaMcEL K. Hutcnurnson, as 8. M. 
Wiviram 8, GARDNER, as C. 
JOSEPH BEDLOW, as M. of P. 
CHARLES A. Stott, as M. of C. 
WriiiuM F. S8atmon, as M. of I. 
Hocum Hosroxp, as W. 


It was a very pleasant occasion, and afforded the younger mem- 
bers an opportunity of listening to those who had borne the 
heat and burden of the day. 
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January 23. Athol Commandery was publicly constituted 
by the officers of the Grand Commandery, a full record of the 
event will be given by the Grand Recorder in the proceedings. 


January 30. I publicly installed the officers of Bristol Com- 
mandery in the Town Hall of Foxboro, having previously 
granted them a dispensation to appear in regalia for that pur- 
pose, and feel well assured that under the new administration 
this Commandery will take new life and vigor. 


Febuary 23. I visited Bay State Commandery (v. v.) and 
witnessed the work upon the Red Cross, Temple, and Malta. 
T was very much impressed with the spirit manifested by its 
members, as well as the correct and perfect rendering of the 
ritual, and I take great pleasure in recommending that a char- 
ter be granted them at this Semi-Annual Assembly. 


February 24. In company with Sir Charles M. Avery, 
Grand Lecturer, I visited Cyprus Commandery, (U. D.) at 
Hyde Park, and witnessed the work upon the Red Cross, 
Temple, and Malta. This Commandery starts under rather 
anfavorable circumstances, the number of its petitioners being 
only ten, and its amount of work quite limited since the dis- 
pensation was granted; the ritual was not rendered as correctly 
as I could have wished, but the Eminent Commander, Sir 
Knight Hodges, assured me that he would procure the correct 
work ond have his officers duly instructed in the same. My 
advice to them was to wait until our Annual Assembly before 
asking for a charter, as they would be stronger, and better able 
to bear the expenses attending the same. But should they 
apply at this Assembly for a charter, I should cheerfully rec- 
ommend its being granted. I am happy to say that both Bay 
State and Cyprus Commanderies are uniformed according to 
the regulations of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. 


March 4. Accompanied by several of the Grand Officers I 
visited Calvary Commandery, and witnessed the work upon the 
order of the Temple, and was surprised at its completion to 
hear the Eminent Commander say to the candidate, ‘‘you will 
now sign the By-laws and our Senior Warden will assign you 
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your place in the lines of our Commandery.” Upon enquiry 
I learned that such has been their custom, and is the same in 
other commanderies in our jurisdiction, viz., to admit to 
membership before receiving the order of Malta, and I allude 
to it in this connection so that if any action is needed it may 
be taken at this time. I fail to see how this practice has 
obtained, as our Constitution is explicit upon this point, for 
Art. 2, Sec. 7, says “The orders shall be conferred in the fol- 
lowing succession, viz.: 1. Knight of the Red Cross; 2. 
Knight Templar; 3. Kmght of Malta.” The impression, I 
fear prevails, that the order of Malta is of but small account, 
and it matters not when or how conferred. This should not 
he, for I contend that under the constitution and edicts of this 
(trand Body, the Order of Malta should be as fully exemplified 
as either the Red Cross or Temple, and I hope that hereafter 
such will be the practice. We are taught to ‘‘inculcate the 
duties of charity and hospitality,” and whoever has visited 
Calvary Commandery cannot but be impressed with the 
manner in which the latter duty is performed, and having often 
broken bread with them, I can testify to that ‘“ unbounded 
hospitality” which I hope it may long be their privilege to dis- 
pense. But, upon this occasion, I was most forcibly impressed 
by their performance of that other duty, ‘ charity,” for every 
Sir Knight, at the invitation of the Eminent Commander, 
deposited his contribution in the charity box, and I learned 
that such was their custom at every regular assembly. I com- 
mend it to you, Sir Knights, and hope you will imitate them. 


By virtue of the authority in me vested, I have appointed 
the following Eminent Knights, Representatives of our Grand 
Commandery, viz. : Sir Robert F. Bower, Past Right Eminent 
Grand Commander of Iowa, near the Grand Commandery of 
Iowa; Sir Frank J. Kugler, Eminent Grand Recorder, near 
the Grand Commandery of Maryland; and Sir Henry L. 
Carver, R. FE, Grand Commander, near the Grand Commandery 
of Minnesota. 


Sir Knight Bower, in acknowledging the receipt of his com- 
mission says, ‘‘IT need not assure you how much I appreciate 
this compliment, coming as it does so unexpectedly and from 
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the foremost and most renowned of the Grand Commanderies 
of the United States.” : 


The resolution under which the Grand Commander is em- 
powered to appoint representatives says that they ‘shall 
continue during his term of office,” now if this is to be taken 
as it reads, the only representatives ure those just appointed, 
My attention has been more particularly called to this subject, 
by signing the commission to Sir Knight Carver of Minnesota, 
which reads “this commission to remain in force until our 
Annual Assembly in October,” at which time my term of 
office ends. In looking at the resolution authorizing the receiv- 
ing and appointing of representatives I find it signed by R. E. 
Sir Benj. Dean and myself, but certainly in recommending such 
action I did not anticipate its consequences, and I now desire 
this Grand Commandery to take such action in the premises as 
they shall deem proper. I have no wish to supersede any of 
the appointments of my predecessors and I should hope that 
those appointed by me would not be removed except for good 
and sufficient reasons by my successors. The system I believe 
to be a good one, and as the Knights selected to represent us 
near other Grand Commanderies are distinguished for their 
devotion to the principles of Templar Masonry, I could wish 
that their commissions continue until some good cause exists 
for revoking the same. 


The proceedings of this Grand Commandery for 1873, have 
been commented upon most favorably, and we are under great 
obligations to our Past R. E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, who with 
so much zeal and perseverance, urged upon us the importance of 
publishing the portraits of our Past Grand Commanders. The 
receipt of a copy of our proceedings calls forth the following 
letter from R. E. Sir Thomas S. Parvin, Grand Recorder of 
the (rand Encampment of the United States. 


OFFICE GRAND RECORDER, GRAND ENCAMPMENT KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, 
UNITED STATES. ; 


Towa City, Iowa, February 11, 1874. 
Charles A. Stott, R. EB. Grand Commander, Lowell, Mass. 


Dear Sir Knicut:—With the proceedings of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States, for 1874, I design continuing the “ Biographical 
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Sketches of the Past Grand Masters,” and accompanying these with 
Portratts ag before. Those of 1871 were furnished by the State Bodies 
of which they were members upon my application and request, (your 
Grand Commandery furnishing that of P. G. M. Gardner.) 

The Grand Commandery of New York has appropriated three hundred 
dollars for the portraits of DeWitt Clinton and Nicholas Bull, at my 
request, and ordered the copies for me for this purpose, (they will adorn 
their own proceedings at the same time as you did.) 

Iam in the receipt of the Proceedings of your Grand Commandery 
for 1873, the most valuable and interesting of any heretofore pub- 
lished by a Grand Commandery, and reflects great credit upon the 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and its Record- 
ing officer. I observe in it a good portrait of Webb, “ the founder of tie 
Grand Encampment of the United States,” as his biographer no doubt 
justly affirms. If this be true, as I verily believe, then surely through not 
a past Grand Commander, (yet as “the power behind the throne,”) he 
nevertheless deserves a full notice at my hands and an honorable mention 
in the proceedings of 1874. I am indeed anxious to insert his portrait 
and sketch as a fit accompanyment to that of his chief DeWitt Clinton, 
J. Bull and Fellows. I write you therefore to request, 

First, That you will acquiesce in this arrangement. 

Seconp, That you will order at the expense of your Grand Com- 
mandery, 2000 copies of the portrait to be furnished me for this purpose. 

I will re-publish the excellent sketch of Brother Guild, and give him 
and the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island full and 
due credit. 

In order to save time and expedite matters, I propose to publish as an 
appendix and in advance of the session, three sketches to be bound up 
with the proceedings but not tssved in advance. While in this we would 
honor your Grand Commandery, I think that it will honor itself and the 
Grand Encampment by a compliance with this request. 

Having enjoyed the personal acquaintance and friendship of your 
illustrious predecessor, I am happy to be brought into official relations 
with yourself, whom I hope to meet at New Orleans, in 1874. 


Courteously and truly, 
T. 8. PARVIN. 


Upon enquiry of the Grand Recorder I learn that the 
expense of printing 2000 copies of the portrait of Sir Thomas 
Smith Webb will not exceed forty dollars, and I cheerfully 
recommend the granting of this request, for it places our dis- 
tinguished Knight in his true position to the Grand _Encamp- 
ment of the United States. I request that immediate action 
be taken at this Assembly so that the R. E. G. Recorder may 
receive them in good season, 


’ 
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How often are we reminded “that in the midst of life we 
are in death.” Since our last Assembly we have been called 
to mourn the loss of three distinguished Knights. 

E. Str Duncan McBEAN THAXTER. 


R. E. Sm Coarves Warriock Moore. 
E. Sir GEoree W. KEENE. 


Ican remember as if it were but yesterday the cordiality 
with which they grasped my hand and congratulated me upon 
my election to this office. ‘‘ Man proposes but God disposes.” 

Sir Knight Thaxter was Past Commander of Saint Omer 
Commandery, and one whose presence will be greatly missed 
from our Assemblies, ever ready to assist by word or deed, in 
the advancement of the principles of our noble Order. 

R. E. Sir Charles W. Moore was known to you all, but as 
his portrait was accompanied with a biographical sketch of him 
in our proceedings of last year I need not repeat it. He em- 
bodied in his character those great qualities which were 
demanded of the Knights of old. <‘‘ Liberal in gifts, high in 
courage, strong in danger, secret in council, patient in diffi- 
culties, powerful against enemies, and prudent in deeds.” 
Upon being apprised of his death I issued General Orders No. 
2. 

GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, AND APPENDANT 

ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


OFFIcE oF R. E. GRAND COMMANDER. 
LowE.L1, Mass., December 18, 1873. 


(GENERAL ORDER No. 2.] 


Sir Kynieuts:—It becomes my sad duty to announce to you the death 
_ of R. E. Sir CaaRLEs WuitiockK Moore, Past M. E. Grand Master of 
this Grand Commandery, who died at his residence, in the city of Boston, 
at six o'clock, on Friday evening, the 12th inst. He was an eminent 
mason, valiant knight, and Christian gentleman, whose memory we will 
ever cherish in ‘“‘immortal green.” 

It is therefore ordered, that the jewels and swords of the officers and 
members of the Grand and Subordinate Commandcries be draped in 
mourning, for six months from the date of this order. 


CHARLES A. STOTT, 
Attest: Grand Commander. 
ALFRED F, CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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and Special Order No. 1. 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, AND APPENDANT 
ORDERR OF MARSACHURETTS AND RHODE IaLANnD. 


Orrice or R. E. GRAND COMMANDER, 
Lowe Lu, Mass., December 13, 1873. 
{[Spectat ORDER No. 1.] 


The officers of the Grand Commandery are hereby ordered to report 
at the Masonic Temple, at 11} o’clock, on Tuesday, 16th inst., for the 
purpose of attending the funeral of our deceased Past Grand Master, R. 
E. 8rk CHARLES WHITLOCK MooRE. 


CHARLES A. STOTT, 
Attest: Grand Commander. 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


In accordance with which your Grand Officers attended his 
funeral obsequies and followed his remains to their last resting 
place at Mount Auburn. 


E. Sir George W. Keene was not as well known to you per- 
haps, as the illustrious Knights who were taken before him, 
but those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance will never 
forget him; possessed of ample means it was his delight at all 
times to illustrate the character of a true Christian Knight. 
He was the E. C. of Olivet Commandery, Lynn, and was only 
installed into his office in October last. Those of us who were 
there at the Constitution of his Commandery will remember 
what a perfect day it was, and how much we all enjoyed it, and 
with what zeal he entered into all the ceremonies of the occa- 
sion. But the day of his funeral was exactly the opposite. 
All was cold and gloomy, a severe snow storm prevailed and 
every heart was sad.. I had been requested to perform. the 
Templar Burial Service, which I did, assisted by our E. Grand 
Prelate, and although the duty was a sad one, still I was glad 
that it was in my power to assist in performing the last earthly 
rites over one whom to know was to love. 


‘No more the weary pilgrims mourn 

** No more affliction wrings their hearts; 
** The unfettered soul to God returns 

“ Forever, they and anguish part.” 
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Again, Sir Knights, do I welcome you to this Semi-Annnal 
Assembly of our Grand Commandery for the transaction of 
such business as shall come before you and also to listen to a 
rehearsal of the Lectures adopted by this Grand Body, hoping 
that this departure from our usual custom will meet your 
approval. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That so much of the R. E. Grand Commander’s address as refers 
to Grand Representatives be referred to a committee of three, consisting 
of Sir N. Van Slyck, Sir H. W. Rugg, Sir William Ellison. 


That so much as refers to the communication from the R E. Grand 
Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the United States be referred to 
a committee of three, and they be directed to report at this assembly; 
Sir George H. Burnham, Sir John N. Pike, Sir Caleb Saunders. 


That so much as relates to the death of Past R. E. Grand Master 
Charles W. Moore, be referred to acommittee of three; Sir Winslow 
Lewis, Sir William 8. Gardner, Sir W. W. Baker. 


That so much as relates to the death of Eminent Sir Duncan Mce- 
Bean Thaxter, be referred to a committee of three consisting of Sir 
Benjamin Dean, Sir Charles H. White, Sir E. H. Brainard. 


So mnch as'refers to the death of Sir George W. Keene, be referred to 
a committee of three, consisting of Sir George S. Noyes, Sir William D. 
Poole, Sir Charles M. Avery. 


That the remainder of the address be referred to a committee of three, 
consisting of Sir H. W. Rugg, 8S. C. Lawrence, C. E. A. Bartlett. 


To THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand 
Commander’s address as relates to the request of Sir T. S. Parvin, Grand 
Recorder, Grand Encampment, U. 8. 


Respectfully report, that in our opinion it is expedient to grant the 
request, inasmuch as the portrait asked for, is of one whom this Grand 
Commandery delighted to honor, and who was as we believe mainly in- 
strumental in the foundation of the Grand Encampment itself. We 
therefore recommend the passage of the following resolutions: 


GEORGE H. BURNHAM, | 
CALEB SAUNDERS.” ¢ Committee. 
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Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be and he is hereby directed to 
request of Saint John’s Commandery No. 1, the use of the steel plate 
portrait of Sir Thomas 8. Webb, for publication of portraits with Pro- 
ceedings of Grand Encampment of U. 8. 

Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be and he is hereby authorized in 
case the use of said plate can be procured, to cause 2000 impressions to 
be made for the use of the Grand Encampment. 


On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted and the resolutions adopted. 


The following report was submitted: 


IN GRAND COMMANDERY, 
May 27, 1874, 


The Committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand 
Commacder's address of October last, as relates to printing the proceed- 
ings from the organization of this Grand Body to 1863, inclusive, re- 
spectfully report : 

That they have received bids for doing the work from two Sir 
Knights, the lowest bidder being E. L. Freeman, of Pawtucket, R. I. 
They have by the aid of the Grand Recorder carefully estimated the 
number of pages to be printed at 250, and find the cost will be about 
$468.75, for 500 copies. 

The committee do not fully recommend printing the proceedings, 
though we heartily desire to see it done, because of the great and grow- 
ing interest in masonic history and literature, and of a general desire on 
the part of other Grand Commanderies, as well as of masonic students, to 
be more fully acquainted with our history. The only hesitation the Com- 
mittee feel is the item of expense, but if it is decided to print, which we 
prefer to leave to a vote of the Grand Commandery, we suggest that the ex- 
pense may be partially provided for by the sale of the books remaining on 
hand after regular exchanges are supplied. Hence we would recommend 
that no more than one copy shall be given to each Grand Commandery, nor 
more than one copy to each of our own Subordinate Commanderies, 
whose property the book shall be, and in whose archives it must remain. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WYZEMAN MARSHAL, l 


W. H. KENT. ae 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 
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The following reports on so much of the address deliv- 
ered in October 1873, as relates to the death of Sir Samuel 
Lewis together with that on this day delivered, were sub- 
mitted by the respective committees :— 


PROVIDENCE, May 27th, 1874. 
To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


The undersigned committee, to whom was referred so much of the 
annual address of the R. E. Past Grand Commander, as relates to the 
death of Past Grand Generalissimo, E. Sir Samuel Lewis, would submit 
the following statément and accompanying resolution: 


We believe that it is well for this Grand Body to take some formal 
notice of the departure of its faithful members to the higher life. It 
does not need indiscriminate laudation of the dead on such an occasion— 
only the words of praise which justly may be accorded, together with 
the kindly expression of living remembrance. 


E. Sir Samuel Lewis who died September 26, 1878, had reached the 
age of 76 years. His Was a consistent and well ordered life in all re- 
spects. Brother Lewis did not shine by reason of any special brilliancy 
of attainments or remarkable manifestations of greatness. He was a 
plain, blunt man, lacking something of the polish and adornings of char- 
acter which are desirable, but having large possessions iu native good 
sense and fixed principles from which he could not easily be turned 
aside. His uprightness of life cannot be gainsayed, while his Christian 
spirit and devotion are endorsed by all who knew him. 


The masonic career of the departed Sir Knight did not commence 
until he had fully reached middle life. He wasinitiated March 4th, 1841, 
and raised April 1st, of the same year, but it was not until March 6th, 
1848, that he received the order of the temple in St. John’s Commandery 
at Providence. For more than a quarter of a century, however, he was 
active in the masonic institution, holding many important offices. He was 
Master of Mount Vernon Lodge, Grand H. P. of the Grand Chapter of 
R.I, treasurer of St. John’s Commandery, and Grand, Generalissimo of 
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


In all these positions he bore himself as a true man and as faithful to 
every trust. His interest in masonry never wavered, and his attachment 
to this Christian order grew stronger and more intense as the years went 
by. Well may the records of this body show sume evidence of the life 
and character of this departed Sir Knight. We submit, therefore, the 
accompanying resolution : 


Resolved, That this Grand Commandery pays a willing and well 
deserved tribute of respect and affection to the memory of E. Sir Samuel 
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Lewis, Past Grand Generalissimo, whose fidelity of life and masonic zeal 
are worthy of our most exact imitation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY W. RUGG, 2), : 
J. M. GREENWOOD, j Committee. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the resolution adopted. 


The Committee to whom was referred the preparation of a testimonial 
on the decease of E. Sir George W. Keene, beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing : 


The unbidden guest whose silent footsteps hush our joyous acclama- 
tions, has again stolen in upon us, and one of the youngest of our 
commanderies has been called to mourn the loss of its chief. An 
Eminent Sir Knight, in the prime of life and vigor of manhood has 
received and responded to the summons from the scene of earthly con- 
flicts, to the glad festivities of the asylum above. Important interests 
and great responsibilities seemed yet to demand his activitics in the 
lower sphere, but the Grand Commander of the Universe has called him 
to the higher, and we reverently bow to the decree, in the full faith that 
“He doeth all things well.” E. Sir George W. Keene laid aside his 
Knightly armor, January 27, 1874, aged fifty-nine years. His masonic 
life was brief, but sufficient for the display of qualities of character 
which ennoble the fraternity. His decease was as sudden as unexpected, 
and sadly afflictive to a large circle of loved and loving friends. His was 
a nature und bearing to call forth and develope true affection. Preemino- 
ently social, warm hearted and generous, overflowing with brotherly 
sympathies, none knew him but to respect and love him. An honored 
citizen, a good mason, a true and courteous knight, his pathway may be 
traced in kindly deeds, good fellowship and knightly hospitalities. 
Always ready to cheer the heart of “ the weary pilgrim traveling from 
afar,” he distributed with a generous hand of the bounties with which 
heaven was pleased to favor him. 


‘The charitics that soothe, and heal, and bless,” 
He scattered like flowers, indeed, 


‘For his bounty, 
There was no winter in't. An autumn t'was, 
That grew the more by reaping.” 


But his record is written, and he has received the chaplet of immor- 
tality. 

His funeral obsequies, honored by the presence of our R. E. Grand 
Commander, who rendered with marked impressivencss our beautiful 
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Templar ritual, as the faithful staff of the deceased Commander sur- 
rounded the casket, were worthy of the man. As a tribute to his 
memory we present the following resolutions : 


Resolced, That while in the devoted life of E. Sir George W. Keene, 
we gratefully recognize the divine benificence, we regard its sudden 
close as an afflictive bereavement; to society in the loss of a praise- 
worthy and highly esteemed citizen, friend and associate; to the 
fraternity in the loss of a brother who honored his professions by a life 
of good report ; and to Templar Masonry, in the loss of a devoted and 
faithful Sir Knight, whose heart overflowed with kindly sympathies and 
generous hospitalities. 


Resolred, That our warmest sympathies are with the afflicted family 
for whom we bespeak tbe consolations attending the bright hope of a 
blissful immortality, amid scenes where friends reunited are to separate 
no more furever. 


‘* Heaven’s immortal Spring shall yet arrive, 
And mars niajestic beauty bloom again, 
Bright through th‘ eternal year of Love’s triumphant reign.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE S. NOYES, ) Bee 
CHARLES M. AVERY. j Committee. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the resolutions adopted. 


To the R. BE. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 


The committee to whom at the Jast annual assembly was referred so 
much of the address of R. E. Grand Commander Van Slyck, as _re- 
lates to a committee on printing, make report that they fully concur in 
the recommendation made in the address referred to, and they therefore 
recommend the adoption of the following amendment to the constitution: 


Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS A. DOYLE, }Committee. 


Art. 1. Sec. 5.—Amend by inserting at the close thereof the words 
“and also a committee of three members, who shall be styled a commit: 
tee on printing,’ whose duty it shall be to take into consideration all 
documents required to be printed by this Grand Commandery, and to 
supervise the printing of the proceedings, and shall have authority to de- 
cide what shall be printed therein, and the Grand Recorder shall act 
under the advice and direction of said committee in all matters of print- 
ing.” 
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On motion it was 
Voted, That the report be accepted. 


The committee on the records, by-laws and doings of 
Bay State, and Cyprus Commanderies, (vu. D.), together 
with a petition from each for a charter, submitted the fol- 
lowing report : 


PROVIDENCE, May 27, 1874. 
To the Right Eminent Grand Commander : 


The Committee charged with the examination of the records and by- 
laws of Bay State Commandery respectfully report, that they find the 
records of the body have been neatly kept, and that the code of by-laws 
are satisfactory with the exception of Section 4 of Article 3, which 
should be stricken out. Your Committee heartily recommend that a 
charter be issued agreeably to the prayer of the petitioners. All of 
which is courteously submitted. 


SAMUEL C. LAWRENCE, 
WILLIAM B. BLANDING, } Committee. 
ALBERT H. CUSHMAN, 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the report be accepted and the recommendations adopted. 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
Provence, R. I, May 27, 1874. 


The Committee to whom was referred the petition of the Knights of 
Cyprus Commandery, (U. D.) have attended to their duty, and find the 
records finely kept, and the by-laws unobjectionable, except in three par- 
ticulars, which they have amended. Your Committee recommend that 
the by-laws be approved as amended, and that a charter be granted. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE E. STACY, 
JOHN L. KENDALL, } Committee. 
MOSES P. ROBERTS, 


Past Grand Commander Van Slyck offered the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolred, That a Committee of three be appointed with authority to 
print not to exceed 1000 copies of the proceedings of this Grand Com- 


mandery,from its organization to 1863, inclusive, provided the expense 
to this Grand Body shall not exceed $200. 
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On motion it was 
Voted, To adopt the resolution. 


In accordance with the resolution, the R. E. Grand Commander 
appointed Sirs Henry W. Rugg, A. F. Chapman and Samuel C. Law- 
rence as the Committee. 


On motion of E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle it was 


Voted, That the Committee known as the Committee on Costume and 
Regalia be and is hereby discharged. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the dispensations to Bay State and Cyprus Commanderies 
be continued until such time as a charter shall be issued to each. 


The Committee on Diploma reported progress. 
E. Sir William Ellison offered the following motion : 


That a committee of five be appointed to consider the subject of cos- 
tume and regalia, and report in October next. 


After a full and quite free discussion the motion was 
negatived. 


E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle submitted the following amend- 
ments to the Constitution, to be acted upon in October 
next. = 


Insert in the Grand Constitution, Article 11: 


BY-LAWS. 


Section . No by-law of any subordinate body shall be valid until 
the same shall be approved by the Grand Commandery or by the R. E. 
Grand Commander. 

Add to Article 1, Section 5, the words : 


There shall also be a committee of three members, to be styled a Com- 
mittee on By-Laws, who shall. take into consideration and report upon 
all by-laws of subordinate bodies which may be referred to them by the 
Grand Commandery or Grand Commander. 


The roll of the Commanderies was then called and the 
following were found to be represented: 
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Saint Joun, 


Wrnsitow Lewis, 


Boston, Sant OMER, 
NEWBURYPORT, Woonsocket, 
Worcester Cocnty, GopFREY DE BOvILioy, 
SPRINGFIELD, JosEPH WARREN, 
Hoty SEPULCHRE, NARRAGANSETT, 
Pinerm, WILLIAM PAREMAN, 
PALESTINE, NORTHAMPTON, 
MIL¥Forp, Sovcts SHor:E, 
Saint BERNARD, BRISTOL, 
CaLvaRY, GETHSEMANE, 
HAVERHILL, OLIVET, 
OLD Cotony, Bay Stare, (v. D.) 
SuTTon, CrPprvs, (U. D.) 
_ BETHANY, 
PROXIES: 


E. Sir George E. Stacy, of Milford Commandery, for E. Sir S. A. 
Fisher, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Seranus Bowen, of Bristol Commandery, for Sir Eliphalet Smith, 
Gencralissimo. 


The lectures were then exemplified by Grand Lecturers 
Bancroft and Avery, Sir Charles M. Avery interrogating 
in the Order of the Red Cross, and Sir E. Dana Bancroft 
interrogating in the Order of the Temple. 


E. Sir Thomas A. Doyle, after consultation with several 
Eminent Knights, submitted the following resolutions, 
which were considered and acted upon seriatim, and the 
whole were unanimously adopted: 


Reaolred, That the Subordinate Commanderies of this jurisdiction are 
clothed in accordance with the regulations of this Grand Commandery. 

Resolved, That the resolution passed by the Grand Encampment of 
the United States in 1859 confirmed and continued to such subordinates 
the right to wear such costume. 

Resolred, That in the opinion of this Grand Commandery the right so 
confirmed and established has not been revoked. 

Resolced, That the representatives of this Grand Commandery, in the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, be and they are hereby 
instructed not to consent to any revocation of said right. 


Resolved, That no subordinate body shall be constituted unless they 
shall have adopted the costume prescribed by the Grand Encampment of 
the United States. 
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The Sir Knights were then ordered to their devotions ; 
prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate. and the Semi- 
Annual Assembly of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island was adjourned in ample form. 

Attest : 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 
Jone 24, 1874. 


$4 Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of 
"@-Y Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Brock- 
ton, Massachusetts, [formerly North Bridgewater, ] on 
Wednesday, June 24th, A. D. 1874, A. O. 756, at two 
o’clock, P. M. 


Ny SPECIAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Cyar.es A. Srorr............. Grand Commander. 


E. Sir WyzeMAN MARSHALL, «ctling....... Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Joun DEAN, ucting...........0 004. Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir Jonn A. LER, cecting............... Grand Captain General. 
E. Sir Rev. Georar 8. Noyers.... ...... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir NeLson W. ALDRICH.............. Grand Senior Warden. 
E. Sir A. 8S. STETSON, aeting............. Grand Junior Warden. 
E. Sir Geo. W. Fay, acting............... Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN.... ...-.... Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Z. L. BrcKNELL, acting............. Grand Sword Bearer. 
E. Sir A. H. W. Carrenter, acting......Qrand Standard Bearer. 
E. Sir A. H. How ann, aeting........... Grand Warder. 


"The Grand Asylum was opened in form, in “ Music 
Hall,” where the several ceremonies were publicly per- 
formed, in the presence of the Knights, and a large num- 
ber of ladies and gentlemen; making in all, an audience of 
upwards of nine hundred persons. 

The R. E. Grand Commander stated that this Special 
Assembly was called for the purpose of constituting Bay 
State Commandery, and installing its officers. 

The official entrance of the R. E. Grand Commander and 
officers was announced by the E, Senior Grand Warden, 
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who had previously formed the lines of the new Com- 
mandery in due array, for the reception of the Grand Offi- 
cers, with the honors due on the occasion. 

The R. E. Grand Commander, at once proceeded to form 
and open Bay State Commandery of Knights Templars 
and Appendant Orders, composed of the following Sir 


Knights : 

Baaris San¥ForD, JR., 
Davis SNow PACKARD, 
Everett Austin PACKARD, 
HENRY COPELAND, 

Joun O. EMERSON, 

JosEPH W. FREEMAN, 
Henry W. GammMons, 
JoHN SMITH FULLER, 
LEONARD CHurcH STETson, 
GEoRGE F. CooGautn, 
Henry B. Woop, 

Hiram C. ALDEN, 
Wituam H. ALDEN, 
Jason G. Howarp, 

Enos Hawes REYNOLDs, 
Lewis PorTER, 

GeEonGE RICHARDSON THOMPSON, 
ALBION Harrison Howe, 
James H. Coorgr, 
EDWARD ORNAN NOoyEs, 
Caries A. P. Mason, 
Tuomas REED, 

ALLEN CROKER, 

E.LsrincEk WILLIAMS Morsg, 


- 


Rervus E. Brett, 

CuarLes Cnancy Brixsy, 
Frank Morton, 

J, Winpsok PRATT, 
GrorcE B. CocesweE tu, 
Henry Hersert Howarp, 
WittiaM Waite Cross, 
Cuares E. Lane, 

Henry H. Packarp, 

Jonas REYNOLDS PERKINS, 
LysaANDER BrapForD Howarp, 
Francis MORTIMER FRENCH, 
GeEorRGE EDWARD FREEMAN, 
Davip BrayTonr, 

Epear Everett Dean, 
SaMvUEL Bonp HINkLEYy, 
Oscar CALKINs, 

THEODORE MEYERS House, 
A. J. Gove, 

GEORGE BRETT, 

CHARLES FRANCIS PORTER, 
Frep. L. Brett, 

Epwarp PARKER, JR., 


in due and ancient form; and proclamation thereof was 
made by the E. Senior Grand Warden, to the sound of the 
trumpet. 

The official obligation was then administered by the 
E. Grand Prelate, and the R. E. Grand Commander in- 
stalled Sir Edward Parker, Jr., Eminent Commander, into 
office. The. other officers were officially obligated by the 
KE. Grand Prelate, and severally installed into office by the 
Acting V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, as follows: 


Sir BaaLis SANFORD, JR................ Generalissimo. 
Sir Henry H. Packaup........ vse+esee Captain General. 


OF MASSACHUSETIS AND RHODE ISLAND. 45 


Sir TuoEopors M. Hovse................Prelate. 

Sir Hmram C. ALDEN..................-. Senior Warden. 
Sir Enos H. Reynops...............- Junior Warden. 
Sir Jonn O. EMERSON................... Treasurer. 

Sir H. HerBert Howarb............... Recorder. 

Sir GeorcE R. THOMPSON... ...... ....Sword Bearer. 
Sir Henry W. GAMMONS..............4. Standard Bearer. 
Sir James H. Cooper................6+: Warder. 

Sir JosepH W. FREEMAN.............- 

Sir E. Austrn PacKARD.............. Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Jonn 8. FULLER..............0005 

Sir AuBIon H. HOWE.............00.005 Sentinel. 


The custommary official proclamation was then made by 
the Senior Grand Warden, and the flourish of trumpet. 

The R. E. Grand Commander delivered an eloquent 
charge, which, however, he declines to have printed, much 
to the regret of the Sir Knights immediately interested. 

Old Colony Commandery, from which the new Command- 
ery sprung, acted as escort to the Grand Commandery, — 
Sutton and South Shore Commanderies being also in line, 
— making a total display of quite three hundred Knights, 
in uniform. The day was all that could be wished, and 
this public introduction of Templar Masonry into the town 
of Brockton, with bright uniforms and beautiful banners, 
to the sound of delightful music, made it a gala one. The 
energy displayed by Bay State Commandery was charac- 
teristic of the town, and its courtesies displayed the char- 
acter of true Knights, who entertained their visiting 
brethren by a banquet in Murray Hall, at the close of a 
very short march, had previous to the services. The 
music during the ceremonies was finely rendered, by a 
choir of male and female voices, and added much to the 
satisfaction of all interested. At the conclusion, the Grand 
Commandery was adjourned, the Grand Officers were es- 
corted to the station, where they took the cars for their 
several homes, well pleased with the labors of the day, and 
with good wishes for the peace and prosperity of Bay State 
Commandery. Attest: 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 
OcToBER 12, 1874. 


Cex; SPECIAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery of 
‘~@. Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of 
* ‘%> Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in Hyde 
Park, Mass., on Monday, October 12th, A. D., 1874, A. O., 
756, at seven o’clock, P. M. ‘ 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. F. Sir Cuarnes A. STottT.............. Grand Commander. 

E. Sir WyzemMaN MARSHALL.............. Grand Gencralissimo. 
E. Sir JoHN DEAN.......... 0. ccc eee eee Grand Captain General. 
E. Sir Rev. Georace S. Noyves............ Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Netson W. ALDRICH .............. Grand Senior Warden. 
E. Sir GEorRGE E. STAcY...........00000s Grand Junior Warden. 
E. Sir Wm.taM PARKMAN.............06. Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN .............. Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Hocum HosrorD.............02-005 Grand Sword Bearer. 
E. Sir Wituiam H. KEnNT...............4. Grand Warder. 

E, Sir E. DANA BANCROFT..........-..-4- Grand Lecturer. 

E. Sir EBEN F. GAY... 0... ce eee eee ees Grand Sentinel. 


The R. E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Asy- 
lum opened without form, for the purpose of constituting 
and dedicating Cyprus Commandery of Knights Templars 
and the Appendant Orders. and installing its officers. 


The lines of Cyprus Commandery were then formed 
under the direction of the Grand Senior Warden, the R. 
E. Grand Commander and Grand Officers were announced 
by the E. Grand Warder, when they entered the asylum of 
the new commandery, where they were received with the 


honors due their rank and station. 
7 
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Cyprus Commandery of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders, composed of the following Sir Knights : 


GAMALIEL HopGEs, Fercus ANZLE Easton, 
Sy._vanus Coss, JR., Ira BLAKE UNDERHILL, 
Henry SyYLVANts Bunton, JOSEPH FAIRFIELD Goopwin, 
TrmorHy PHELPS, HENRY Curtis CHAMBERLAIN, 
GEORGE FRANK LINCOLN, Wiitam Russet. RIce, 
Howarp JENKINS, - EnocH Pace Davis, 
WinuiAM HENRY INGERSOLL, GEORGE FRANKLIN BEMIS, 
SAMUEL JONES DENHAM, CLARK CHAMBERLIN GREGG, 
CHARLES HENRY GILMAN, Epe@ar Barstow WHITCOMB, 
CHARLES LUKE FARNSWORTH, Tuomas JAMES TIMSON, 
WitiiaM JAMES STuART, GrorGE HENRY BUTLER, 
Rospert BLEAKIE, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN LEACH, 
Henry ELIJAH FARNSWORTH, HoBarRt CABLE, 


Joun Davis Cosy, 


Was then solemnly constituted and dedicated in due and 
ancient form, and proclamation thereof was made by the 
E. Grand Warder. 


The official obligation was administered to all the officers 
elected and appointed, by the E. Grand Prelate, and the 
R. E. Grand Commander installed Sir Gamaliel Hodges, 
Eminent Commander of Cyprus Commandery. 


At the request of the R. E. Grand Commander the Grand 
Generalissimo installed the other officers as follows : 


Sir Wenry SYLVANUS BUNTON............ Generalissimo. 
Sir GEORGE FRANK LINCOLN.............. Captain General. 
Sir SyLvanus COBB, JR........ 0.000022 eee Prelate. 

Sir Feraus ANZLE EASTON.............-- Senior Wurden. 
Sir HOWARD JENKINS.........0c0cee cee eee Junior Warden. 
Sir WILLIAM JAMES STUART.............. Treasurer. 

Sir GkorGE Henny BuTLER.............. Recorder. 

Sir Epcar Barstow WHITCOMB.......... Sword Bearer. 
Sir CLARK CHAMBERLIN GREGG........... Standard Bearer. 
Sir WILLIAM HeNRY INGERSOLL.......... Warder. 

Sir HOBART CABLE...........00. 000000 } 

Sir HENRY CurTIs CHAMBERLAIN....... Guana 

Sir GeorGE HENRY PERKINS............ J 


Sir JoEL FAIRFIELD GoopWIN....... .... Sentinel, 
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The customary official proclamation was then made by 
the E. Grand Warder. 


At the conclusion of the installation, the R. E. Grand 
Commander stated that at short notice he had requested 
the E. Grand Prelate to deliver the 


ADDRESS: 
Right Eminent and Sir Knights: 


The birth of a child is an occasion of no inconsiderable in- 
terest to the family into which it may be born, aud chief among 
the important questions it excites is that respecting the name 
by which the new candidate for immortality shall be known 
among its fellows. And yet, the query sometimes suggests 
itself, ‘what matter, what’s in a name?” as though it were a 
consideration of slight consequence. This may or may not be. 

If intelligence and wisdom mark the selection, the name will 
be suggestive of relationship, thus indicating that, not to as- 
sume an isolated position but to become an integral portion of 
a common family, sharing its burdens and immunities, is the 
child introduced to life. Else why a name at all? If it is to 
hide itself in forest recesses, or segregate itself from the com- 
mon circle and interests, which call out sympathy, regard, and 
self-devotion, let it be nameless, its own inhumanity will prop- 
erly distinguish it. : 

This new commandcry, to-day with appropriate ceremony, 
has been inducted into a position among its fellows which will 
give it an authentic and important history. Its name has been 
wisely selected. 

It is an exceedingly suggestive and appropriate title. It un- 
locks the tomb of departed life, animates the slumbering dead, 
and revives the scenes and incidents of centuries ago.* Do 
you ask, what have we to do with the past? Can the child dis- 
own its father, or trample beneath the dust its honored ances- 
try, but for which it had not known life? Itis the bond of 
intimate relation that binds us to the past, and we may not 
rudely or thoughtlessly tramp over the crumbling remains of 
those who have borne us, and to whom we owe the blessings 
and privileges we enjoy. The past should neither be buried 
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nor forgotten; as its life has brought us forth so its glories give 
us character. 


Cyprus! the name is embalmed in interesting incident and 
pleasing memories. Here was the home of Barnabas one of the 
sainted seventy whose heroism constructed a path of glory 
through the orient, and bedewed it with tears and blood. An 
armored retainer of the Prince of peace was he, whose deeds 
of valor earthly tablets may not reveal, but they are written in 
the imperishable book. He was also the friend and companion 
of the Christian athelete, St. Paul, whose knightly bearing and 
rare devotion to a cause whose triumph is the world’s advantage 
have rendered him illustrious as a hero, the glory of whose 
achievements the ages may not dim nor tarnish. 


On this same island of Cyprus he began the toilsome labors 
which identified him with the cross which was to him, indeed, 
a symbol of conquest; with reference to which, as few can say 
it, he could declare, ‘‘In hoc signo vinces.” As the spirit per- 
vading the temple is greater than the temple, and as its per- 
vading influence in the hearts and minds of men, is a glory 
surpassing that reflected by its walls, so was he the greater tem- 
plar, for to the work of this diffusion he devoted with marvel- 
lous fidelity and self-sacrifice, his life. But more directly does 
this title, Cyprus, recall the scenes and incidents of the later 
period marked by the chivalric deeds and kindly hospitalities 
of the crusaders. An age dark and gloomy were this but for 
the gleaming light of generous impulses finding vent in patient, 
persistent, and ennobling devotion in the cause of the weak, 
weary, defenseless victims of cruelty, rapine and violence. Here 
for nearly a score of years the brave knights of St. John of Je- 
rusalem found an asylum, after their expulsion from the Holy 
land, from which they were driven by the infidel Turks and 
Saracens, whose usurpation of the sacred soil upon which the 
banner of the cross had been divinely planted, aroused the mar- 
tial spirit of the friends and followers of Christ, and inspired 
the crusades. The weary pilgrims whose piety had led them to 
accept the privations and perils of a long and difficult pilgrim- 
age to the Holy land, when they reached the goal of their 
cherished ambition oft-times realized destitution, distress and 
wasting sickness. To afford these a resting place, kindly care, 
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and refreshment. certain pion: merchants resident in the ki: 2- 
dom of Naples. buitt a church ard m: rasterv at Jerasaxm. 
which they dedicated to St. John the Almoner. It was the 
duty of the monks here resident --to distmmte alms to poor 
and wearv pilgrims traveling from afar. feai the hecerv, ¢) che 
the naked. and Lind up the wounds of the a®icted.” acd ther 
were called brothers of Su. John or Heepiiatera The black 
habit of the hermits of St. Ausastine was their dress. and the 
white cross of eight poits their tadge. They were pledsrd to 
chastity, obedience, and puverty, and vet > suxepiiile were 
the people to religious impulses, that thev rapidiv increased in 
numbers, wealth, and influence. and in the beinning of the 
12th century they were organized as a military onder bv Rav- 
mond du Pur, who to their orginal vows added the obligation 
to defend the church against the infidels) Thev thence be 
came somewhat identified with the Templars. whos original 
idea was protection of the pilgrims sgainst the infidel maraud- 
ers infesting Palestine. The latter. from the inception of the 
order. a military body devoted to the profession of arms, were 
regarded as the more honorable, and therefore embraced poble- 
men, princes and persons of distinction, who cared not to de- 
vote themselves to the more servile employment of caring for 
the sick and weary pilgrims. 


The two orders, however, generally fought side bv side and 
equally distinguished themselves. Their contests with the 
Turks and Saracens were frequent. bloody, and protracted. 
and though they bravely and persistentls contended. they were 
at Jast overcome and driven from Palestine. Thev then took 
refuge in the island of Cyprus, which for eighteen vears was 
the centre of their operations. Here weak but not dispirited. 
disturbed but not in despair, decimated but not destroved, they 
rested awhile, narsed and developed their wasted strength, re- 
kindled the fires upon their altars and received accessions to 
their numbers, preparatory to new conflicts. Here too they ex- 
tended the hogpitalities for which they were distinguished, and 
cheered the hearts of the weary. At last dispossessed of this 
refuge, they established themselves upon the island of Rhodes. 
Here died their Grand Master, the illustrious Villars, in the 
70th year of his age, and the fourteenth of his Grand Master- 
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ship. The story of his life is told by the significant inscription 
upon his tombstone, ‘Here lies Virtue, victorious over for- 
tune.” After a quiet occupation of this island for more than 
two hundred years, they were ejected therefrom by the Turk- 
ish leader,” Soliman the Second, and retired successively to 
Castro, Messina and Rome. 


Thus they itinerated until 1530, a period of eight years, when 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth, bestowed upon them the island 
of Malta, stipulating that they should defend it from the dep- 
redations of the Turks, and the Corsairs of Barbary, and re- 
store it to Naples, should they ever recover Rhodes. The order 
now assumed the title of Knights of Malta, by which they have 
ever since been designated. For nearly two centuries they were 
at war with the Turks, who unsuccessfully disputed their pos- 
session of Malta, and while the latter thus made vast expendi- 
tures of blood and treasure, the former displayed the grandest 
examples of patience, and undaunted heroism. 


In the beginning of the fourteenth century, the Order of 
Templars received a blow from which it never fully recovered, 
and the knights of St. John at the time of their occupation of 
Malta, were the only one of the military orders of Palestine, 
recognized by the sovereigns of Europe. 

At the instigation of Philip the Fair, Pope Clement, in 1312, 
issued a bull for the annihilation of the Templars, and decreed 
their possessions to the Order of St. John, and this decree was 
sustained by most of the sovercigns of Europe. ‘There is still 
extant among the English statutes an act of Parliament, where- 
by after setting forth that the Order of Templars had been sup- 
pressed, their possessions are confirmed to the Knights of St. 
John.” Thus the Order of Malta, though the elder, main- 
tained its vigor and preserved its influence long after its asso- 
ciate order was suppressed. Based upon a diviner principle, it 
longer survived the decay attending acquired opulence, power, 
and influence. 

It may be also that the identity of the Order of Templars 
with Free Masonry rendered it obnoxious to those who, under 
the impression that it was organized solely for the protection 
of Christian pilgrims gave it their patronage. This identity is 
beyond question. On good authority, it is stated that ‘al- 
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though the professed object of this association, was to protect 
those Christians whose mistaken zeal had led them to the Holy 
city, yet it is beyond a doubt that its chief and primary inten- 
tion was to practice and preserve the rites and ceremonies of 
Free Masonry.” 


The Order of Malta, as such, was not thus identified. Its 
inception was a church and monastery, its community origi- 
nally monks, its object purely Christian in the highest sense, 
and doubtless on this account it maintained its position as a 
favorite of the church and its authorities, and in this regard, 
survived its younger associate. 


As respects its ancient constitution; however, this order has 
ceased to exist, its wealth, power and magnificence having 
passed away with the age and circumstances of which it was 
born. Its representative still lives in the Order of Malta with 
which we are identified, and as knights of Malta we may learn 
much that shall profit us from the order as it existed in the 
middle ages. Its exalted spirit first claims our attention. 


We do not now refer to the spirit of chivalry, which Hallam 
defines as ‘‘an active sense of justice, an ardent indignation 
against wrong, a determination of courage to its best end, the 
prevention or redress of injury,” combined with “loyalty, cour- 
tesy, and munificence.” This is grandly inspiring, and worthy 
of admiration and esteem, but there is something better, nobler, 
diviner than thiseven. And that isa sclf-devotion that shrinks 
from no toil, privation or suffering in a cause whose ultimate 
is the advancement of the interests of others, by which relief, 
comfort, and blessing comes to them. That spirit of self-sac- 
rifice called into activity by the necessities of the helpless and 
destitute, for which a pure love of humanity prepares us and to 
which it inspires us. This is the spirit which animated the 
knights of St. John, than which a purer or nobler, was never 
possessed by man. Nothing Icss than this would have prompted 
them to assume the self-abnegating vows of chastity, obedience 
and poverty that they might the better and more successfully 
devote themselves to the relief of the sick, exhausted and help- 
less pilgrims to the Holy city. As we see it manifested we can 
bless the hour that gave it birth, and almost bless the occasion 
that cajled it forth, as well as the opportunity for its display. 
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It was indeed the reflection of heaven's own light, amid the 
gloom and chill of earth, a glorious display of the not yet ob- 
literated divine image in man, overshadowing natural excel- 
lencies. And yet, to the mind of the aspiring it may not seem 
the nobler quality; it however receives the highest approval of 
the purest spirits in the universe, and is the glory of Him who 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God. This is the ex- 
cellence most essential in the present life. We may not always 
prevent nor properly redress wrong however noble our exertions 
thereto, however determinate our ‘‘courage to its best end.” But 
we can always mitigate or relieve the sufferings thus occasioned. 
The combined efforts of the sovereigns of Europe could not 
render the pathway to the Holy city completely safe, and yet 
the kindly brothers of St. John could afford a safe asylum, and 
welcome relief to the weary pilgrims who encountered the dan- 
gers menacing this way. The pathways of human life we may 
not be able to render secure against harm, but we can afford 
succor and comfort to the weary, distressed travelers we find 
along these ways. 

To us as knights of Malta, there comes a very suggestive and 
instructive lesson in the ritual of the order, bearing upon this 
point, showing that lack of refinement and culture docs not 
forbid the gratifymg display of this foundation of true hospi- 
tality. Even the barbarians of the island of Melita ‘“‘ showed 
no little kindness ” to the shipwrecked prisoners thrown upon 
their coast. 


It was fitting that the knights of St. John should find an 
asylum upon the island of Malta when its uncultivated and bar- 
barous natives exemplified the spirit upon which this order was 
founded. The order of Malta is no insignificant appendage to 
other and more exalted orders. It represents a principle higher 
and holier than knightly chivalry, and therefore has its proper 
place in the trinity of orders as now worked, the last and best 
of the three. Let this spirit prevail in Cyprus Commandery, 
and you need fear no rivals, for you will be first among your 
equals, 


We find as allied with this spirit, among the knights of Malta, 
invincible heroism. While they could be kindly and sympa- 
thetic yet they were undaunted amid appalling dangers, and 
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invincible to their foes. It is a mistake that is common to 
man, to associate warm sympathies with womanly weakness, 
while they look for the sterner virtues as associated with trne 
heroism. 


The history of the knights of Malta is not the only refuta- 
tion of this false idea. And they certainly were not a whit be- 
hind their confreres of the order of the Temple in heroic deeds, 
but displayed equal valor and undaunted courage, while at the 
sume time they could minister to the sick and care for the des- 
titute. They nobly stood their ground against the infidel 
hordes that confronted them in Palestine as long as there was 
hope of triumph or possibility of defence. And then they 
only retired to gather strength for new conflicts and fiercer 
onsets. Nor when driven from Cyprus did they abandon 
the cause in which they were engaged, but again entrenched 
and fortified themselves on the island of Rhodes, which by 
their prowess they held for more than two hundred years 
against considerable odds. And when by superior forces they 
were driven from here, they still maintained their position and 
prominence, as an order, and commanded the continued re- 
spect of the warlike chieftains and sovereigns of Europe. 


Again upon Malta, for nearly two hundred years did they 
maintain continual warfare with a martial people whose religion 
‘made them warriors and inspired them in battle. Though in 
the year 1565 they received a severe shock, and suffered an im- 
mense loss from which they never fully recovered, in an attack 
upon them led by Soliman the Second, yet they held Malta 
against all odds until 1798, when they were overcome by the 
French under Bonaparte. 


Thus through a period of nearly seven hundred years they 
endured the vicissitudes of an uncqual contest with a powerful 
nation bent upon their annihilation, and yet they were neither 
conquered nor disheartened, nor materially reduced thercby. 
The order lived and thrived in spite of its immense losses and 
repeated reverses of fortune. Here was displayed an invincible 
heroism we may well emulate. 

We may not be called upon to participate in like scenes of 
blood and carnage, nor be subjected to the privations and hard- 
ships mex endured, and yet there still is a. demand for the he- 
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roic qualities of character, for which they were distinguished, 
in the perhaps less chivalric pursuits common to our own time. 
If to dare the world’s frown, and endure ity reproach, in an 
earncst and persistent devotion to principles to which it is inim- 
ical requires undaunted courage, then we have the opportunity 
for the display of true heroism, and the nineteenth century 
affords an honorable field of contest to valiant knights who 
bear the title of Malta. Truth, justice, and religion still are 
imperiled by a barbarous horde which would gladly sweep them 
into oblivion, and plant upon their defences the black flag of 
injustice and impiety. Pledged by vows most sacred as true 
knights of Malta, of the order of St. John of Jerusalem, let 
your voice be heard and your heroic deeds be performed where 
the battle against wrong is fiercest, and the enemies of truth 
are the mightiest, and always in the interests involved by 
‘any assault upon that which is good and true, any usurpation 
of sacred soil by unprincipled and pitiless destroyers. While 
the principles of our order will stand, neither to be made or un- 
made by your action or inaction, the future of Cyprus Com- 
mandery is in your hands. 


Let the spirit of helpfulness and self-devotion combined with 
the daring and bravery of true knights, invincible in the cause 
of right and truth, ever mark your course. And bye and bye 
when the ‘Just trump” shall sound its reveille to the slumber- 
ing heroes of Palestine, by their side in equal rank, you shall 
stand, with them to receive the welcome commendation of the 

trand Master of the universe, and share the honors He will 
confer upon the faithful of all ages and nations. 


Looking now through a glass darkly, ease and comfort may 
seem preferable to the toils, privations, and discomforts inci- 
dent to the contest with wrong, and the heroic defence of the 
right, but when the veil shall be lifted, and the reward of the 
eternal muncipalities shall be apportioned, then will it grandly 
appear that the light afflictions marking the pathway of the 
true hero have worked for him a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. Then, even the symbols of toil and suf- 
fering will be displaced by the grander and more magnificent 
insignia of final and eternal triumph, and the cross will give 
place to the crown, ~ | 
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At the close of the foregoing address the benediction 
was invoked, after which the R. E. Grand Commander and 
Grand Officers retired, and the Grand Asylum was closed. 


The Grand Officers were invited to partake of a banquet 
served by Cyprus Commandery. 


Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 


Grand Recorder. 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 
OcToBER 28, 1874. 


cgaHE Srxty—Fourta ANNuAaL ASSEMBLY of the Grand 
ui Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append- 
;¥ ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was 
held in Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, on Wednes- 
day, October 28th, A. D., 1874, A. O., 756. : 


The Grand Commandery was formed in due array and 
the Grand Asylum was opened at 11 o’clock, A. M. 


The Sir Knights joined in their devotions with the E. 
Grand Prelate. 


Grand Officers Present. 


R. E. Sir Coarves A. SToTT.............. Grand Commander. 
V. E. Sir Henry W. Rvae................ Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir WyzeEMaNn MARSHALL............5- Grand Gencralissimo. 
E. Sir JoHN DEAN... 1.0... ccc ee eee eee es Grand Captain General. 
E. Sir Rev. GeorGe 8S. Noyves............ Grand Prelate. 
E. Sir NELSon W. ALDRICH............-5 Grand Senior Warden. 
E. Sir Gkorce E. Stacy..............65. Grand Junior Warden. 
E. Sir W1tutAM PARKMAN............2005 Grand Treasurer. 
E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN .........02005 Grand Recorder. 
E. Sir Hocum Hosrorn............ 0.00005 Grand Sword Bearer. 
FE. Sir GEorar E. BurNnuam.............. Grand Captain of Guards. 
E. Sir E. DANA BANCROFT...........-.- ) 
E. Sir Cuarnnes M. AVERY............. y Grand Lecturers, 
E. Sir EBEN F. GAY... 0... eee eee eee ee eee Grand Sentinel. 
Permanent Members being Past Grand Officers. 
E. Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS DAME, E..Sir Wintiam W. BAKER, 
‘James Hvrcutson, ‘ THomas A. Dove, 
‘\ Winatow Lewir, .* Joun McCLe.ian, 
‘  WinramM ELLison, “HENRY CHICKERING. 


‘+ CHarRies E. Titus, 
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Membera heing Past Eminent Commanders, not elsewhere represented. 


Sir OLrveR JOHNEON, Sir Joun A. LEE, 

“ STrLLMAN WHITE, ‘““ Davip Frank Rosson, 
* ALBERT H. CUSHMAN, “* CaLEB SAUNDERS, 

* Lucics R. Paige, ‘* JoHN HaIcH, 

‘* CHARLES E. Powers, ‘* Jonn Burney, 

‘Tracy P. CHEEVER, ‘* Epwarp H. BRAINARD, 
‘* CaarRLes T. Gay, ‘* Joun B. WHITAKER, 

“ Suniivan ©. TURNER, ‘* GEorGE Moutton, 

‘* Epwin J. NIGHTINGALE, ‘* ZECHARIAH L. BiCKNELL, 
‘* Chartres R. DENNIB, ‘* JamMEs M. GREENWOOD. 


“* STEPHEN T. BRADFORD, 


The records of the Semi-Annual and Special Assemblies 
having been printed, the reading thereof was dispensed 
with. 


The following reports from committees were presented: 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
OcToBER 28th, 1874. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the R. E. Grand 
Commander’s address, of October, 1878, as was not otherwise assigned, 
have considered the subject with due care, but find little for them to do, 
unless they recommend what is therein said in regard to costume in the 
asylum to all Sir Knights for their government, nor can we fail to com- 
mend the diligence of the then Grand Commander in the judicious dis- 
charge of his various duties, especially in procuring the portraits and 
biographical sketches of so many Past Grand Commanders. 


Courteously submitted, 


WILLIAM W. BAKER, 
JOHN N. PIKE, Committee. 
N. W. ALDRICH, 


Voted, That the report be accepted. 


On THE Deatu or E. SiR CHARLES W. Moore. 


Wurereas, By the Providence of God, and by his decree that all his 
children must return to dust, as to the body, and the soul ascend to 
higher mansions above, we have committed to him the earthly tene- 
ment and the ethereal spirit of our departed brother Sir Knight CHARLES 
W. Moors, humbly trusting to a reunion hereafter, bowing submissively 
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to his flat and resigning our friend, associate and brother to his parental 
trust in Heaven, 

Therefore, Resolved, That this organization in accordance with the 
sympathy felt and expressed by all the Masonic bodies of which our hon- 
ored Sir Knight was a member, would feelingly express their sense of the 
great loss sustained by this Grand Commandery by his death. For more 
than forty years we have been favored by his presence and wise counsels. 
He has left a bright record. May we imitate his knightly virtues, and 
like him leave to those who shall suceaed us, a good example. 


WINSLOW LEWIS, 
’ For the Committee. 


Voted, To accept the report and adopt the resolution. 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASsACHUSRTTS AND RHODE IsLAND, 


Boston, October 28, 1874. 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the 
R. E. Grand Commander, given at the Semi-Annual Assembly in Provi- 
dence, as was not specially referred to other committees, find but a single 
subject which seems to require mention in their report. 

This subject is the question raised by the R. E. Grand Commander as 
to the propriety of admitting candidates to membership prior to their 
having received the order of Malta, such a course being the practice in 
some commanderies of this jurisdiction. Your committee can well un- 
derstand the cause and apparent justification of this method of procedure. 
The order of the Temple is justly regarded as the most important and 
crowning feature of our institution. Our distinctive title is that of Knights 
Templars. Our work, whether in subordinate bodies, or in this Grand 
Body, is carried forward in the name of a ‘‘Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders.” Giving so much stress to this or- 
der of the Temple, it docs not seem so remarkable that the candidate 
passing through its ceremonies should at once be welcomed to the rights 
of membership. ‘Your committee think, however, that such a course of 
procedure cannot be defended as technically correct, inasmuch as the 
constitution recognizes the three orders as entering into and making up 
the institution of Templar Masonry, so that a prerequisite of intelligent 
membership therein is knowledge of what is contained in each and all 
these orders. The order of Malta, necessarily would hold but low rank 


and be but lightly regarded if the practice referred to should become’ 


generally prevalent. It is the opinion of your committee, therefore, that 
no candidate should be received into full membership until this order has 
been conferred upon him. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY W. RUGG, 
SAMUEL ©. LAWRENCE, ! Committee. 


Voted, To accept the report. 
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IN GRAND COMMAKNDERY, 


Boston, October 28th, 1874. 


The committee to print the Procecdings of this Grand Commandery 
from its organization to 1863 inclusive, have taken such means as were 
at their command to secure subscriptions for the work, a circular explan- 
atory of the object was sent to each commandery, and subsequently a 
form was prepared for subscriptions. Copies enough have been sub- 
scribed for in addition to the guarantee of this Grand Body to pay for 
500 copies now in process of printing. 

In reporting progress we urge the commanders of each commandery to 
assist in the work by presenting these subscription papers to the knights, 
and returning the result to the committee as svon as possible. 


An average of six additional subscribers from each commandery will 
unable us to print the 1000 copies contemplated. 


HENRY W. RUGG, ) 
A. F. CHAPMAN, Committee. 
SAMUEL ©. LAWRENCE, § 


Report accepted and the committee continued. 


Ix Granp COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND, 


ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, October 28th, 1874. 


The committce appointed at the last Annual Assembly of this Grand- 
Commandery, by virtue of the following vote then passed, to wit: ‘ Voted, 
That so much of the address of the R. E- Grand Commander as refers to 
the status of a charter member of a new commandcry, be referred toa 
committee of three.” Having duly considered the subject matter so 
referred respectfully report: That on June 19th, 1878, the R. E. Grand 
Commander made a ruling upon the.question involved, which is set forth 
exactly in the correspondence printed on page 110 of the last report of 
the Proceedings of the Grand Commandery, as follows: 


SALEM, June 17th, 1878. 
R. E. Sir Nicooras VAN SLyck. 


Deak Srm:—Please inform me if a charter member of a new command- 
ery has a right to dimit from the commandery of which he is a member, 
until all arrearages are paid. Fraternally yours, 


GEORGE H. PEIRSON, 
E. C, Winslow Lewis Commandery, 
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GRAND COMMANDERY OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
ORDERS OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 


OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDERY, 
PRovIDENCE, June 19th, A. D., 1873. 


EMINENT Sin:— Yours of June 17th, A. D., 1878, is duly received. My 
answer is, that if a knight is a petitioner for a charter with others, and 
is with others constituted into a commandery, thut such act in and of 
itself, works a dimit from any other commandery in which he may be a 
member. As to the right to a dimit, my answer is that one cannot take 
a-dimit as a right, but it ought to be granted to any Sir Knight in good 
and regular standing, upon the proper asking. The non-payment of dues 
would be a good reason for refusing to grant such dimit. 


Courteously yours, 
N. VAN SLYCK, 


Grand Commander. 
To Sir GrorGe H, Person, 
E. Commander of Winslow Lewis Commandery. 


It will thus be seen that to the letter of the Eminent Commander of 
Winslow Lewis Commander, which propounded the single question 
whether a charter member of a new commandcry has a right to a dimit 
from the commandery of which he isa member until all arrearages are 
paid, the R. E. Grand Commander returned an answer somewhat larger 
and more comprehensive than the terms of the question seemed to require. 
And yet the question proposed is by no means a simple one, it may even 
be considered a paradoxical one, unless the possibility that a Sir Knight 
can be a charter member of a new commandery without having dissolved 
his relation to the old one be conceded. In fact, it sufficiently appears 
from the answer submitted by the R. E. Grand Commander, that he con- 
sidered that the real question to be answered was whether a Sir Knight 
could be a petitioner for a charter for a new commandcry,or a little more 
exactly, whether a Sir Knight could be constituted as a charter member of 
such new commandery, without first having procured a dimit from the 
commandery of which he was before a member. 

In considering the several subjects involved in the foregoing rulings 
of the R. E. Grand Commander, your committee desire first to observe 
generally, that upon the question of dimits, whether they are granted of 
right, as to whom and under what circumstances, neither the constitu- 
tion of the Gencral Grand Encampment of the United States, nor of this 
Grand Commandery, enunciate any doctrine. Nor, so far as we are in- 
formed, is there any edict of the Grand Encampment having reference 
to the subject, nor any vote or other action of this Grand Commandery 
thereto relating which establishes a controling precedent. In the absence 
of constitutional regulations, and of specific action by the Grand Body, 
propounding its doctrine upon these questions, it would seem that they 
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should be considered in the light of the analogies and regulations fur- 
nished by Ancient Craft Masonry, unless indeed there be something in 
the essence or the necessities of Templar Masonry, which requires the 
establishment of other and different regulations. 


Your committee then, inasmuch as they regard the subject of the rela- 
tions of a member of a Masonic body, in any branch or department of the 
fraternity, and of the methods of the dissolution of his membership, as 
essentially and philosophically the same in all branches and departments, 
will proceed to consider the points decided by the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander, in the light derived from the rules and usages of Masonic law, 
more especially of that law as held by the two Grand Lodges compre- 
hended in this Templar jurisdiction. 


As to the right to a dimit, the R. E. Grand Commander answers that 
“‘one cannot take a dimit as a right, but it ought to be granted to any 
Sir Knight in good and regular standing, upon the proper asking. The 
non-payment of dues would be a good reason for refusing to grant such 
dimit.” 


This doctrine is not without the sanction of distinguished Masonic 
authority in the United States, and therefore the R. E. Grand Commander 
has the support of such authority in this decision. A dimit in its prac- 
tical operation is an honorable dismissal from membership in a Masonic 
organization. It is sometimes said that a Mason may dimit from the or- 
der, i. e., from the whole fraternity, but there seem to be almost insup- 
erable objections to this course, one of’ which is the absence of any 
authority to grant such dimit. Is there any body, either grand or subor- 
dinate, which can honorubly dismiss a Mason, whether affliated or unaffil- 
iated, from all connection with the whole body of Masons? 


The ancient charges of the Masonic fraternity, assert that every Mason 
should belong to a lodge, although no penalty is affixed for disobedience, 
but it is claimed that the manner of obtaining leave to withdraw is not 
specified in any ancient constitutions or regulations, but is left to the 
lodge and the petitioners. The substance of the old regulations of 1723, as 
as they are called, Article 6th, is that ‘‘a brother cannot withdraw from 
his lodge, except forthe purpose of joining another, or to assist in the for- 
mation of a new one.” This rule, however, was partially modified by the 
Eighth General Regulation, which is as follows: ‘‘ No set or number of 
brethren shall withdraw or separate themselves from the lodge in which 
they were made brethren, or were afterwards admitted members, unless 
the lodge becomes too numerous, nor even then without a dispensation 
from the Grand Master or his Deputy, and when they are thus separated 
they must either immediately join themselves to such other lodge as they 
shall like best, with the unanimous cofisent of that other lodge to which 
they go, or else they must obtain the Grand Master’s warrant to join in 
forming a new lodge.” 


The doctrine of the 6th of the regulations of 1728, viz.: that a brother 
cannot baie from his lodge except for the purpose of going to 
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another or to assist in the formation of a new one,” has becn expressly 
adopted by the Grand Lodges of several of the United States. In many 
of the States the contrary rule has prevailed. 

Mackey in his principles of Masonic law, (page 285 et seq.), says, ‘‘ the 
right to dimit or resign has never, until within a few years, been denied. 
This compulsory method of keeping Masons after they have been once 
made, seems to me to be as repugnant to the voluntary character of our 
institution as would be a compulsory making them in the beginning. 
Every candidate is required to come to our doors of his own free will and 
accord, and surely we shall desire ee keep pone among us after the free 
will is no longer felt. = 


No man can be compelled to continue his union with a society, whether 
it be religious, political or social, any longer than will suit his own in- 
clination or sense of duty. To interfere with this inalienable prerogative 
of a freeman, would be an infringement on private rights. A Mason's 
initiation was voluntary and his continuance in the order must be equally 
so. But no man is entitled to a dimit unless at the time of demanding 
it, he be in good standing and free of charges.” 


The learned author from whom I have cited these observations proceeds 
to say that ‘‘there is one case of dismission for which a special law has 
been enacted, that is when several brethren at the same time request di- 
mits for a lodge.” This special law to which Mackey refers, is the 
Eighth General Regulation already cited. The reason for this exception 
he gives as follows: ‘‘ As the action is sometimes the result of pique or 
anger, and as the withdrawal of several members at once might seriously 
impair the prosperity or even endanger the very existence of the lodge, it 
has been expressly forbidden by the General Regulations, unless the 
lodge has become too numerous for convenient working, and not even 
then is permitted, except by a dispensation.” 

Mackey also reiterates his conviction of the soundness of the general 
doctrine by the averment that he ‘‘ cannot deny to any man the right of 
withdrawing from a voluntary association, The laws of the land would 
not sustain us in the enforcement of such a regulation and one’s own self- 
respect should prevent us from attempting it.” The doctrine thus vigor- 
ously enunciated by Mackey, has also received the sanction of other high 
authority. Smith, Grand Master of Arkansas 1856, declares that the 
right to withdraw is inalienable and indefeasible, and the same view has 
been expressly held in the Grand Lodges of Tennessee, Florida, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Georgia, South Carolina, Mississippi, Wisconsin and New Hamp- 
shire. 

Chase, Masonic Digest, page 261, says, ‘‘it seems now to be the gene- 
ral usage that any brother in good standing and whose dues are paid, has 
a right to withdraw his membership at any time, even without giving his 
reason therefor.” 


A great light in Masonic jurisprudence than which there can be none 
of higher authority in this jurisdiction, also declares that ‘‘A member 
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may withdraw from his lodge when he pleases. Masonry is a voluntary 
association and its lodges do not require the presence of unwilling mem- 
bers for their support. It is enough that the member has paid his dues 
and is free from charges.” Charles W. Moore, Manual, page 57. 


Your committee have neither the room nor the desire to present an 
augument which would express their own convictions upon this question, 
but the better doctrine, and that supported by the best Masonic authority 
in the United States, would seem to be that the individual brother in good 
standing and having paid his dues, is entitled as of right to a dimit, or 
honorable dismission from his lodge, whenever he may think proper to 
make application therefor. is 


Nevertheless the view of the R. E. Grand Commander, although it terms 
it conflicts with the best accepted doctrine upon this subject, inasmuch as 
it denies the right of a member to a dimit, can hardly be considered to be 
in substantial or practical conflict with the doctrine because he distinctly 
asserts that the dimit ought to be granted, when the member is in good 
standing and has paid his dues. The more important ruling made by the 
R. E. Grand Commander, relates to the manner and circumstances under 
which the dimit can take place and have its effect, in case of petitioners 
or persons desiring to become charter members of a new.commandcry. 

As has been already observed, the manner of obtaining leave to with- 
draw was not specified in the ancient constitutions and regulations. 
When a number of members of an existing lodge, undertake the forma- 
tion of a new lodge, and become petitioners for a dispensation for such 
new lodge, how is their relation to the old lodge to be severed, and how 
and when is their connection with the new one to be established! Upon 
these questions it must be admitted that there is a diversity of doctrine 
and practice in this country, the constitutions of the different States pre- 
scribing by no means a uniform rule. 


The constitution of Georgia provides ‘‘that when Master Masons, 
members of lodges under this jurisdiction, unite to form a new lodge, 
they shall not lose their membership in the lodges to which they pre- 
viously belonged, until the charter for the new lodge is issued by the 
Grand Lodge, when their membership shall cease in the lodge from which 
they hailed, and shall immediately begin in the new lodge, unless they 
notify the new lodge to the contrary before its constitution.” 

Tn the District of Columbia the constitutional provision is that, ‘‘in the 
formation of a new lodge, a Mason may hold his membership in the 
number to which he belongs, until the new one be chartered, when it 
shall immediately cease.” 


In Arkansas, the rule is that ‘‘ when a dispensation has been granted 
by the Grand Lodge, the brethren signing petitions for the same shall 
be considered as having been regularly dimitted from the lodge of which 
they were members, provided, that they shall have paid all lodge dues,” 

By the constitution of Virginia, it is provided that ‘‘ before application 
can be made to the Grand Lodge by brethren already members of a lodge, 


66 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


for a charter to form a new one, the applicants shall pay up all dues to 
their lodge and notify them in writing that they intend applying for a 
charter to establish a new lodge.” 

From these citations it will sufficiently appear that in two of the above 
mentioned States, the member petitioning for a new lodge retains his 
membership in the old one, until the charter for the new one is granted, 
and that the act of granting such charter transfers the membership, so 
that it seems to be unnecessary in those States to take a formal dimit from 
the old lodge. In Arkansas the peculiar provision is that the act of sign- 
ing a petition for the dispensation constitutes a regular dimit. In Vir- 
ginia although the language of the constitutions does not go to this extent, 
the legitimate inference to be drawn from it seems to be, that if the peti- 
tioner from a new lodge, notify the old lodge of his intention to apply for 
charter and pay his dues, he would thereby become dimitted. 


On the other hand in various other States, a different doctrine prevails. 
In 1853, the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, adopted a regulation that ‘‘ no 
lodge shall grant a dimit to any of its members, except for the purpose 
of joining some other lodge, and that no member shall be considered as 
having withdrawn from one lodge until he has actually become a member 
of another.” In the constitutions of both New York and Minnesota it is 
provided that ‘‘ those who work it (a lodge v. p.), do not forfeit their mem- 
bership thereby in any other lodge, while it so continues, but such 
membership is thereby suspended. In the resolutions adopted by the 
Grand Lodge of Mississippi in 1854, it is declared that ‘‘the certificates 
of dimit of all brethren who shall petition for a dispensation for a new 
lodge shall be filed with said petition. In Iowa, the petitioners must di- 
mit before petitioning or show that the lodge to which they last belonged 
is no Jonger in existence. Resolutions of 1852. 


In many of the States, the constitutions are silent, and in such case, the 
usage has not been entirely uniform. It is not perhaps a matter of won- 
der that in respect to a question of mere organization, the practice of the 
craft in the different portions of a country so vast as ours should exhibit 
some variations, and perhaps some flexibility. 


Chase, in Masonic Digest, page 156, expresses the opinion that ‘ accord- 
ing to present usage, in the absence of local regulations to the contrary, 
it may be considered unnecessary for the petitioners for a new lodge to 
withdraw from their respective lodges until a charter is granted the new 
lodge. After a charter has been granted, they must withdraw from the 
one or the other.” 

According to the opinion of Hubbard, Grand Master of Ohio, and an 
eminent authority, ‘‘a member of a chartered lodge does not lose his 
membership, nor sever himself from his rights as well as obligations as 
such member, by joining in the organization and siding in the work of a 
new lodge, even if he be one of the pctitioners for such dispensation for 
a lodge. The lodge («. D.) is working on trial only and may never be 
chartered. If the new lodge is chartered, then asin other cases of like 
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kind, no brother can be a member of two chartered lodges at one and the 
same time.” 


From this necessarily cursory examination of authorities outside the 
lines of this Grand Commandery, i. e., outside the States of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, the weight of authority seems rather to favor the 
doctrine, that the petitioners for a new lodge continue to hold member- 
ship in the old one with which they were connected, until after a charter 
has been granted to the new lodge, and that theymust be regularly dimit- 
ted from the old lodge, before they can be admitted as members of the 
new, 


Let us now proceed to discover the rule upon this subject which pre- 
vails in the Grand Lodges of the States within our own jurisdiction. No 
constitutional provision governing the matter of dimits upon the occasion 
of chartering a new lodge, has been deemed necessary in either of these 
States, although the rule and practice in each of them, have perhaps 
been sufficiently defined. 


In 1852, the committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge 
of Rhode Island, propounded the following as their view: ‘‘ As a number 
of Masons working under a dispensation is not a lodge, and may never 
become one, as no charter may ever be given them, it seems evident that 
the membership of the petitioners is not changed, but that they remain 
members of the old lodge and subject to its regulations and discipline 
until the new lodge is chartered, when they become members of it by 
signing its constitution and by-laws.” 

But a clearer and more satisfactory rule than this was instituted by the 
Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, as appears by the following resolutions 
adopted in 1862: 

‘Resolved that any member of our subordinate lodges, who by reason 
or on account of his removing from the jurisdiction of his own lodge, or 
any other matter, may desire to become a member of another lodge, shall, 
after his application has been accepted by the lodge to which he may 
apply for membership, and before being qualified as a member thereof, 
give notice in writing of such acceptance to the lodge of which he is a 
member: whereupon such lodge shall at a regular communication thereof 
grant to the member a dimit, unless there shall be a good and sufficient 
cause for refusing the same. Notice of the granting of such dimit, or 
the refusal so to do, shall be forwarded by the secretary of the lodge, 
under its seal, to the lodge to which said application for membership 
shall have been made. And no lodge shall permit such member to qualify 
himself until the aforesaid demit shall be granted, nor shall any lodge 
grant a dimit to any member until he shall have made application; for 
membership to some other lodge, and been accepted.” 


The obvious purpose of this regulation was doubtless practically to en- 
force the ancient rule that no Mason could be a member of two subor- 
dinate bodies at the same time, and it was not enacted with distinct ref- 
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purpose, present for the action of this Grand Commandery, the following 
resolution : 


In GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, October 28th, 1874. 


Reso.tvep, That hereafter no person, already a member of a subordi- 
nate commandery, shall be constituted as a member of a new command- 
ery within this jurisdiction, without first obtaining a regular dimit from 
the commandery of which he is a member, and furnishing the Grand 
Recorder with a sufficient certificate thereof. 


TRACY P. CHEEVER, ) 
CALEB SAUNDERS, - Committee. 
ALBERT H. CUSHMAN, J 


Voted, To accept the report and adopt the resolution. 


The proposed amendment to the constitution Article 1, 
Section 5, (see page 37) was amended and adopted to read 
as follows : 


ARTICLE I. 


Secrion 5. Amend by inserting at the close thereof the words, ‘‘ and 
also a committee of three members, who shall be styled a committee on 
printing, whose duty it shall be to supervise the printing of the Proceed- 
ings, and to decide what shall be printed therein, and the Grand Recorder 
shall act under the advice and direction of said committee in all matters 
of printing.” 


The amendments proposed (on page 39) were amended, 
and adopted as follows : 


Section . No by-law of any subordinate body shall be valid until 
the same shall approved by the Grand Commandery. 


Add to Article 1, Section 5, the words: 


There shall also be a committee of three members, to be styled a commit- 
tee on by-laws, who shall take into consideration and report upon all by- 
laws of subordinate bodies which may be referred to them by the Grand 
Commandery or Grand Commander. 


On motion it was 


Voted, That the Grand Recorder be authorized to re-number the Sec- 
tions of the constitution.—{as see constitution). 
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REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER. 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 


During the year I have secured the proceedings of the Grand 
Commanderies of Kentucky and Connecticut, from their or- 
ganization, each body having reprinted. These, added _to those 
previously reported by me, make the complete reports of twenty- 
two Grand Commanderies, which, with our own and those of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States, are suitably 
bound and arranged in a proper case in my office, where they 
can be consulted by all interested. 

Efforts have been continued to fill other vacancies, but for 
reasons given last year, the progress is slow. 

In addition to those whom I thanked in my last report, and 
who still continue to assist, I wish to add the names of Brothers 
W. W. Austin of Richmond, Indiana, and A. G. Abell of San 
Francisco, California, whose contributions were liberal and 
rare. 

In several cases I have been able to supply the wants of 
others, and to this end I solicit all duplicate reports of what- 
ever masonic organization. 

The annual reports from the several (irand Commanderies 
show a generally healthy condition in the various jurisdictions; 
in one or two cases a falling off in total membership; in nine 
others a falling off in the number created, but the effect seems 
to be a more certain and reliable membership, a growing mto 
‘‘courage and constancy” in the profession, as well as posses- 
sion of Templar Masonry; hence while the numbers are less 
the interest is in no degrce so. 

This Grand Commandery seems to be the only one that has 
no committee on Foreign Correspondence. Reviewers express 
themselves differently in regard to this. A slight disposition 
is manifest to attribute this to the “dignity of age,” the 
“‘coldness of knowledge” the ‘indifference to outside influ- 
ence;” only one, however, feels disposed to treat us ‘‘in like 
manner,” and gives us space only for eleven lines by way of 
reminder. But all seem to be kindly disposed and generously 
inclined to temper ‘justice with mercy.” Our proceedings 
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are received and examined with apparent. pleasure, and I now 
thank the several (irand Recorders for those of their proceedings 
received, as shown by the following table, giving the date of the 
organization of each Grand Commandery, the last annual con- 
clave, the number of subordinate commanderies, the number of 
knights created, and the number of members in each jurisdic- 
tion:— 
TABULAR STATEMENT. 


ate of last A sb] 5 | voor 
Geand Commanneer When Organized. | D of last Annual g 2 : g i Pax oa 
Alabama........./Nov. 29, 1860.May 6, 1874 11) 34! 264 
Arkansas.........;March 23, 1872 Dec. 31,1872 4, «15! 212 
Canada.......... October 9, 1855-August 14, 1873: 18 bt = 
England & Wales. | Sven, podies existed May 8, 1874 112} * # 
California. ....... August 10, 1858! April 11,1873 10) 87) 542 
Connecticut... ... ‘Sept. 13, 1827 March 17,1874 10) 68] 1,330 
Georgia. ........- April 25, 1860: May 13, 1874 8} 22) 3865 
Illinois............October 27, 1857-October 28, 1873 44! a79| 2,860 
Indiana. ......... May 16, 1854' April 28,1874 24) 223, 1,545 
Towa. .......055 .|June 6, 1864 October 21,1873 23) 142! 1,046 
Kansas........... Dee. 29) 1868| May 18, 1874 6 45; 262 
Kentucky........ ‘October 5, 1847: July 9, 1874. 15) 106) 898 
Louisiana. ....... ./February 12, 1864 Fe bruary 13, 1874 4) 33) 328 
Maine. . .. May 5, 1852'May 6, 1874 11) 102) 1,389 
Mass. and R. I.. .|May 8 1805; Map ii ; = ao 39} 466! 5,407 
May 11 1 
Maryland.........|January 23, 1871)" v4 Sune 8, 18741 71 1171 629 
Michigan........ January 15, 1857) June 2) 1874 = 80]: - 275) 2,241 
Minnesota........:October 25, 1865'June 24. 1873's 7} 83] 463 
Mississippi....... [January 21, 1857| May 26,1874 14! 59/ 417 
Missouri. . .|May 22, 1860/October 6, 1874 25| 174] 990 
New Hampshire. . June 12, 1860/Sept. 30, 1873! 9] 71} 921 
New Jersey...... February 14, 1860 Sept. 9, 1873 12) 86) 929 
New York....... June 18, 1814;October 8, 1872 47! 669) 6,074 
Nebraska........ Dee. 28, 1871|June 19, 1872, 4| 21, 189 
Ohio............ October 24, 1843|Sept. 9,1874 27) 227 2,172 
Pennsylvania. ... .| April 14, 1854, May 12, 1874, 46! 684, 5,131 
Tennessee,......./October 12, 1859|/May 14,1874 14; 72° 9879 
Texas............/Jamuary 19, 1855 ‘June 4,1873' 9! 42° 337 
Vermont......... June 17, 1824|June 9, 1874 9 64 552 
Virginia......... Noy. 27, 1822(June 12, 1873 16! 51! 67 
Wisconsin....... October 29, 1859) January 21,1874 10, 81 786 
Grand Encamp't. . Sept. 1871, 20; 436 1 ‘Be 
Total number commanderies in U. 8., England and l | 
dependencies, ....... ce cece eee cee te ee ee ee ee eeees 645) 
Total number created in United States only...........:..... fated 
Total number of members in United States only iad Saale Slave tale eass (41,218 


* Neither England and Wales, nor Canada gives a an enumeration, 


This includes the work of three years, or since September, 1871, in the 
Grand Encampment U. §, 
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The Orders in England and Wales are governed by ‘‘ Con- 
VENT GENERAL, of the United Orders of the Temple’ and 
Malta,” as supreme; next by ‘“‘ The Great Priory of the United 
Religious and Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John 
of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta, in England and 
Wales and the Dependencies thereof;” lastly, by Preceptories, 
located in thirty-four provinces, one of which (Canada) appears 
in the foregoing table, and six Preceptories not attached, 
making the total number of subordinates or Preceptories one 
hundred and thirty. 


From remarks made by the Arch Registrar in Convent 
General, the membership subordinate to it is about 4000, in- 
cluding Canada. 


I have opened correspondence, as before reported, with Sir 
W. Tinkler, Vice Chancellor, and have received some back 
numbers of the Calendar and Report of Proceedings, and we 
shall no doubt receive them regularly hereafter. I have also 
sent to him a complete set of our own proceedings—except 
1864, which I hope to secure and forward. 


The work of the several commanderies in the jurisdiction is 
shown by the tabular statement on the following page. 
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TABULAR STATEMENT. 


oe i ee a ee 
AMES OF x — z = = 

: sl|p1f g g)z]. 

COMMANDERIES. E | o. ce a. & 

aa ee eee ee 
alse. JOWW Roh eiandec] es PN IO tr eee de ere aes oe 3.. 
2'Boston............/.. 555.)..20..05.. 92. ...... ead os eee ers bar 8.. 
3|Newburyport.......|.. G2 oh 0 Lee ee ees agri levees 2. 
4,Washington........|.. el begs alates alts 1 ae 
5: Worcester County. .|..205.)..14. 10... 0.08. sida osha haba a 1. 
6'Springtield. ........]-. BIG: | oB8 ah Bs a Sea liedl evens leeewen es 2. 
7 De Molay..........).- B15.|..14..'.. 6. .)...... RON n eae 8.. 
8 Holy Sepulchre.....|.. 205.)..11..5.. Boo... Wo farete tie acess! |lote 3.. 
9'Pilgrim............].. 175.|..20..).. re agate tee Suns alee w tou aioe 
10, Palestine. ........./..191.). 25.0)... 8..1...... [eg Wrashandecresities 2 
1 Milford. 2 o2s cceee nas 160.) 4. Crsics Tssliaices Deeaitast sainisgtell o wali 
12 Saint Bernard......}.. 90.1 1G so Bec) 22 oe eae Gal awecechie sees 
13 Calvary............{-- BIT adh cle Ve cheese es ee ae ae 
14 Haverhill. .........).. 157.!..10..1.. aaa re Reread | I.. 
15 Old Colony.........1.- 126.6. Bist, BT sli oes Lacaiealdoseasse 1. 
16 Sutton............... 180 Bectey: Lente acess eeoeedlesenctes 4.. 
17 Bethany...........].. 150.°..18..:...... Peceavenscd Jerssesleceeeeles Les 
18 Winslow Lewis.....|.. 108.!,. 9..!.. a ne ees Fie ean Be 25, 
19 Jerusalem........../.. pT aeane: Sent rire Geib mnie: Moliewed ber 25 
20 Hugh de Payens....|.. 220.!.. 7..1.. 4..| spacing bawanaelechqiw eles 5.. 
21 Saint Omer........./.. LOR cd Qe eh ee c} a sa tiiw nad alee| oe 3.. 
22 Berkshire.........../.. 81.)..18..1.. 1..| Beret Peres nd Were cy ae ae 
23 Woonsocket. .......].. LOG... Doi ee eee lene efeee ee ede 1.. 
24' Connecticut Valley. .|.. 80.).. 6. |. 015 sais ee a - ed ee (Per 
25 Godfrey de Bouillon}. .101.).. 8..)..... 0). ce clecececleceeealeceaes 
26 Joseph Warren.....|..117.)..20..,.. 4.2/0.0... fo... cele eee eel 1.. 
Qi NOITASANBCH 2235, n [dar Os (oe. Les iesyaa'dl Covey soe ad's| a paar lecw aed 
28 William Parkman...|.. 101.;.. 4... Lisle. seeds Resfeeveselsx 1.. 
29: Bristol. ............ Few O04 eT ca cle leds Paseieedn’ | Riese ee ae 
30, Northampton....... leew DR ea Resell a cavstararell sheretecare (eee scckeeseiicd see ree bee 
31 South Shore........ Let ted Mi eive bole win ai eeece® | ee Ngee ki 
So Trinity. cc ico evaes [a Ober Dele Weestae na. [eet che demure kooeaeas 
BB Natick. 0.0... .ee5je6 AB. Deatecseespooeees ee | ae Nes ee 
34 Coeur de Lion....... MAO, lel ee Ciastene | bevag ental) caaye rage 46 
35 Geehsamane........ ae ee: ee eee Iyeoaraie ncaa attace cite aan 
36.Olivet......0..0. 00. Pe ee eee ae a Race se 
BT ATOl oc saqucnesee chhs Gas ea Ted catoed tow rares iceicuthee ies arena 
38, Bay State.......... ee Ab es ABs clea ac od Nes heueel nueaee teeth 
39 Cyprus A pat earth ie as eae eee to ee ees eee ree petiaa slate femurs 
| 5,407.!,.446.|..106.[.. 8....48..[.00000 0. 59 


At the last annual assembly, one dispensation was granted, 
and during the year charters have been issued to Athol, Bay 
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State, and Cyprus Commanderices, making the total number of 
commanderies in the jurisdiction thirty-nine, all of which are 
chartered. 

The ceremonies and duties attendant thereon are fully shown 
in the record of each of the three special assemblies held for 
the purpose of forming and opening these bodies. 

I have received since the last annual assembly, 


° For 1 Dispensation.............-00-eeee eee $40 00 
‘« 3 Charters, at $60.........0.. 00... cece eee 180 00 

‘© 8 Copies Proceedings 1874, at $1 25...... 10 00 

‘© Fees on Returns and Per Capita Tax...... 2,318 05 
Amount total. ...............0206- $2,548 05 


_ All of which I have paid to Grand Treasurer, as shown by 
his receipts. 

The duties of the Recorders are no doubt affected by loeal 
causes, not always apparent, and perhaps not always appreciated 
by those at a distance; but as the constitution requires the 
annual returns to be made on or before October 10th, a knowl- 
edge of this fact may stimulate attention to it—to which I 
must add, that a return is not complete unless the amount due 
thereon accompanies it. 

As a matter of convenience, the sum due on each knight 
created should be paid on those who receive the Red Cross 
order. Thus paid, there will be no lapping over, but each re- 
turn bears with it the evidence of its correctness. 

For the kindness, attention and courtesies received from 
many sources during the year, I gratefully make this acknowl- 
edgment, and deem the labors attendant on this office as 
sources of pleasure in consequence thereof. 


ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
(trand Recorder. 


Reports were submitted by the Grand Lecturers, Grand 
Captain General, Grand Gencralissimo, and Deputy Grand 
Commander, giving in detail an account of the duties per- 
formed by them, and of their official visitations to the com- 
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manderies assigned in General Order No. 1, (page 25). 
The reports were very favorable, in some cases quite flat- 
tering to the several commanderies. 

The R. E. Grand Commander delivered the following 


ADDRESS. 
Sir Knights : 


One year ago, when by your kind indulgencies you placed'me 
in this chair, I pledged you my best endeavors to the faithful 
discharge of its many duties, and I trust that I have redeemed 
that pledge, and I am prepared to-day to return to you this 
jewel, the badge of my office, with a report of my stewardship, 
ever remembering that homage which we should all pay to the 
Grand Master above for his unspeakable kindness to us during 
the past year, and for his many blessings to us individually, 
and collectively, it is with joy that I welcome you to this sixty- 
ninth Annual Assembly, to transact such business as may come 
before you and to legislate for the good of our noble order. 

The fraternity throughout the country are enjoying unusual 
prosperity, and our own Grand Commandery is spoken of in 
terms of fraternal kindness and esteem. The only cloud that 
seems to lurk in the horizon is the one in regard to costume, 
and sometimes I have scrious misgivings in regard to the re- 
sult of this question at the mecting of the Grand Encamp- 
ment at New Orleans. What we want is the right to retain 
the costume now worn by our commandcries, and the resoln- 
tion adopted at our Semi-Annual puts us right in the future. 
I have always felt that this question would sometime bring 
about a state of feeling that it were best to avoid, and I trust 
that every knight of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, who has 
a vote in the Grand Encampment will feel it to be his duty and 
endeavor to be present at New Orleans so that we may be able 
perhaps to prevent that which would tend to disturb the har- 
mony and good fellowship now existing. 


DISPENSATIONS. 
The principle advanced by my immediate predecessor in re- 
lation to commanderies of one jurisdiction passing through the 
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territory of another, has caused considerable comment in other 
jurisdictions, and I am happy to state that our nearest neigh- 
bor, New Hampshire, has set an example which I hope may be 
carried out; for certainly, while our own commanderies cannot 
appear without dispensation, it would seem to be the proper 
way for those of other jurisdictions to make application if wish- 
ing to pass through our borders. I cannot conceive of such 
consent ever being withheld. The following is the communi- 
cation from New Hampshire: 


GRAND COMMANDERY oF Knicuts TEMPLARS, STATE or NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, 
OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, 
MANCHESTER, August 19th, 1874. 


Str Charles A. Stott, R. H. Grand Conmander of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


My Dear Frater:—Three of my subordinate commanderies desire to 
make excursions which may take them through your jurisdiction during 
this and the next month. Will you extend them the privilege of so doing 
subject to the rules governing such undertakings? I trust no violation of 
knightly conduct and courtesy will be indulged in by either of them 
should you be pleased to grant them the privilege. The commanderies 
are named Trinity, Hugh de Payens and St. George. I have given the 
permission so far as my jurisdiction extends, to be completed subject to 
your pleasure. Iam, &c., with knightly courtesy, 

J. W. FELLOWS, 


G. C, 


I cheerfully granted the request of R. E. Sir Knight Fellows. 


On the 11th of September, I had occasion to make a similar 
request of him as I had granted dispensations to Palestine and 
Coeur de Lion to make a pilgrimage to Sir Daniel E. Chase, 
our Grand Standard Beurer, at his summer house at New Cas- 
tle, N. H. ‘To which request I received the following answer. 


‘*T am pleased to have the opportunity of granting the freedom of New 
Hampshire to the commanderies named in yours of the 11th.” 


May the fraternal feeling now existing between the two 
commanderies continue as long as there shall be left one knight 
to uphold our banner. After the very exhaustive auguments 
of my predecessors in regard to parades, one would suppose that 


78 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


none of the commanderies would dare to ask for a dispensation - 
to appear in public, but such is not the fact, for I have received 
twenty-seven applications, but most of them were for so laud- 
able a purpose that I cheerfully granted them. 


In the early part of my administration I established the prac- 
tice not to grant dispensations for commanderies to appear in 
public processions simply to help swell the numbers, but if ap- 
plication has been made for the privilege of escorting a blue 
lodge I have granted it, not stopping to ask myself the question 
whether it was proper for a lodge to appear in procession, but 
the fact that they did so, prompted me to give them an escort 
when desired. 


FINANCES. 

I would call your attention to the report of the Grand Treas- 
urer, and I congratulate you upon our prosperity. We already 
see the wisdom of your action, in increasing the dues from sub- 
ordinates, and I hope ere long to see it restored to its original 
sum. It costs a good deal to run the Grand Encampment, and 
I am satisfied that there has been no moncy wasted during the 
past year, and solely on account of our finances, your commit- 
tee appointed to procure new jewels have refrained from order- 
ing them, knowing that there would be quite a large draft upon 
the treasury to meet the expenses incurred in going to New 
Orleans. 


In this connection I wish to call the attention of com- 
manders, (and through them the Recorders), to Article 2, 
Section 6, of the Grand Constitution, which says, ‘‘ Every sub- 
ordinate commandery shall make a return to the Grand Re- 
corder on or before the tenth day of October annually, of the 
roll of its officers and members, of all candidates for the orders, 
accepted or rejected; and shall pay to this Grand Command- 
ery four dollars for every knight created and an annual fee of 
five dollars.” On the 26th, I was informed by the Grand Re- 
corder that there were eleven commandecries yet to hear from, 
and I have directed the committee on accounts to report the 
delinquents. This matter has been brought to your attention 
by previous Grand Commanders and I hope that the Eminent 
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Commanders of our subordinate commanderies will give their 
personal attention to this matter. 


WASHINGTON COMMANDERY. 


A very important quegtion has lately arisen in regard to this 
commandery, which the following correspondence will explain: 


NeEwrort, September 17th, 1874. 


R. E. Charles A. Stott, Grand Commander: 


Dear Srr:—At the Annual Assembly of Washington Commandery of 
Knights Templars, No. 4, for the election of officers, I appointed E. P. 
Commander, John Eldred, to preside at the election, who accordingly 
took the east, appointed tellers, and directed them to ascertain and report 
the number of Sir Knights present, who reported that including the Sen- 
tine], there were thirty-eight. Sir Knight Eldred then directed the Sir 
Knights to prepare and deposit their ballots for Eminent Commander, 
which they did. Before the box was turned, the question was raised 
whether two Sir Knights who were present, and voted, had the right to 
vote, on the ground that it was in violation of an article of the by-laws of 
this commandery, which reads as follows: 


ARTICLE IIT. 


SgcTion 3. Each member of this commandery shall equip himself 
with the regalia of this commandery within six months after he shall have 
received the orders. And no Sir Knight created hereafter shall be entitled 
to the privileges of active membership until he shall have so equipped 
himself.” 


Sir Knight Eldred decided that the two Sir Knights had the right to 
vote and they voted accordingly. After the election a written protest 
was entered against the legality of the election, a certified copy of which 
I now forward to you with this letter, for your consideration and decision. 

Yours in the bonds of knighthood, 


HENRY J. HUDSON, 
E. Commander Washington Commandery. 
By order of the Eminent Commander, 
STEPHEN GouLp, Recorder. 


Newport, September 17th, 1874. 
Dear Sir Knicut:—At the Annual Assembly of Washington Com- 
mandcry I was appointed by E. C. Hudson to preside during the election. 
I accordingly took the east and appointed tellers and ordered them to 
ascertain n number of Sir Knights present, members of Washington 
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Commandery, who reported thirty-eight. I then ordered the Sir Knights 
to prepare their ballots for E. Commander; the question was then raised 
as to the right of certain Sir Knights, members of this commandery, to 
vote, as by a by-law of this commandery they were supposed to be with- 
out a vote. I decided the Sir Knights had a right to a vote as the 
by-law was in direct opposition to the spirit and teachings of Rhode 
Island Freemasonry since its first introduction into this city in A. D., 
1748. Also that the by-laws have not been approved by the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. I remain yours in the 
bonds of knighthood, 
JOHN ELDRED. 


To R. E. Cuarves A. Stort, 
Commander of Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


WASHINGTON COMMANDERY No. 4, Knights TEMPLARS, 
OFFICE OF RECORDER, 
Newport, R. L., September 18, 1874. 


The following is a true copy of a protest made at our Annual Election 
16th September, 1874. 


Newport, R. I., September 16th, 1874. 


I, David Stevens, a member of Washington Commandery, protest that 
the election of officers of Washington Commandery held this Wednesday 
evening, September 16th, 1874, is illegal, because Knights not mem- 
bers of Washington Commandery, participated in the. election of the 
officers and a knight not a member of the Commandery was elected an 
officer.” A true copy, 

Attest : STEPHEN GOULD, 
Recorder. 


After having received these communications, I made an ap- 
pointment with Sir Knights Eldred and Stevens and heard 
what they had to say in regard to the matter, and from them 
I learned that members have never been in the habit, nor even 
required to sign the by-laws, but that the only thing necessary 
to do to become an active member has been to procure a regalia 
within six months after having received the orders. 

Hence more importance attaches to this section of their by- 
laws, than otherwise would, as it designates who are members 
and who are not, and however questionable the manner, such is 
their practice and so long as it remains in force should be re- 
spected. Every knight promises to support and maintain the 
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by-laws of his commandery, and every officer obligates himself 
to do the same, and I am surprised that Sir Knight Eldred 
should have allowed himself to fall into this error, for I cannot 
see what influence the spirit of freemasonry should have upon 
this question, for Article 3, Section 3, of their by-laws, is very 
explicit upon this subject, and he should have promptly decided 
against their right to vote. But having allowed them to vote, 
how far does it effect the election. There is only two ways to 
deal with this question, one of which is, by declaring the elec- 
tion of ail the officers void by reason of this illegality, and 
which I am inclined to believe is the better course in view of 
all the facts. 

The other is by presuming that the two illegal votes were 
thrown for the successful candidates, in which case you would 
subtract these two votes from the one receiving the highest 
number, thereby causing no choice to be made for Eminent 
Commander, Captain General, Prelate, Senior and Junior War- 
dens, and electing the Generalissimo, Treasurer and Recorder of 
the commandery. But in absence of any information for whom 
these knights voted, and the fact that the Grand Commandery 
were so soon to meet induced me to refrain from making any 
decision myself, but to lay the whole matter before you and ask 
you to pass upon it at this assembly. 

It would seem that there would be work here for the new 
committee of by-laws, for most assuredly the by-laws of Wash- 
ington Commandery need to be improved. 


CONSTITUTIONS. 


June 24th, accompanied by the Grand Officers, I publicly 
constituted Bay State Commandery and installed its officers; 
the occasion was a very pleasant one, as we were enabled to 
meet the Knights of Sutton, Old Colony, and South Shore 
commanderies, they being present with full ranks to assist in 
starting this young commandery on its journey. 

October 12, I constituted Cyprus Commandery being assisted 
by the Grand Officers, particularly so by our Grand Prelate, 
who delivered a very fine address replete with noble thoughts, 
and treating quite extensively of the order of Malta. 

This Sir Knights completes my duties for the year, which 
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has been remarkable throughout our jurisdiction for peace and 
prosperity. Let us remember that those whom we took by the 
hand one year ago, are not of our number to-day; although they 
are absent in body, I trust they are present in spirit, but the 
memory of their many virtues will linger in our hearts for long 
time to come, stimulating us to emulate them in our devo- 
tion to the principles of Templar Masonry, ever remembering 
that divine injunction, ** Be not weary in well doing for in due 
time you shall reap if ye faint not.” 


Voted, That so much of the address as refers to Washington Command. 
ery be referred to a committee of three. Sirs Knights Thomas A. Doyle, 
Tracy P. Cheever, and John N. Pike were appointed said committee. 


At two o'clock it was ordered that the Grand Command- 
ery be adjourned until three o’clock ; and the Sir Knights 
partook of refreshments which had been provided in the 
Banquet Hall. 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The hour having arrived to which the Grand Command- 
ery was adjourned, the R. E. Grand Commander, called the 
Sir Knights to order and proceeded with the dispatch of 
business. 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF GRAND FUND COM- 
MITTEE. 


In conformity with the provisions of Section 11 of Article 1, of the 
constitution of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Is- 
land, the undersigned as trustees of the grand fund, respectfully submit 
the annual statement of said fund, which has now reached the sum of 
twelve thousand six hundred forty seven dollars and ten cents, and is in- 
vested as follows: 


“{ 
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A deposit in Provident Savings Institution for Savings 


with interest to July, 1874.............. cece eens $1,042 31 
A deposit in Five Cent Bank with interest to Oct. 1874 5,925 60 
A deposit in North End Savings Bank............... 669 69 
Thirty-Four shares Market National Bank........... 8,430 5 
Fifteen shares Mount Vernon Bank................. 1,579 00 
Totalo) i seccies teskavke eek iieeiete as $12,647 10 
Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES A. STOTT, Grand Commander, 
WILLIAM PARKMAN, Grand Treasurer. 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder. 


Boston, October 28th, 1874. 
Voted, To accept the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


In GRAND COMMANDERY, 
OcTosBER 28th, 1874. 


R. B. Grand Commander, Officers and Members: 

Your committee appointed to examine and audit the books and ac- 
counts of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder have attended to that 
duty. They would respectfully report, that we find the Grand Treas- 
urer’s books correctly kept, that his receipts and disbursements for the 
year 187374, are as follows: 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash on hand from 1878 account....,.....-....06--: $ 654 29 

‘* Interest on Investments. ............ cee e cence 134 00 

‘* for Charters and Dispensations................. 220 00 

‘* from returns.and fees.............. cece eeeees 2,422 95 

POtal 25 ootiessah-ehac saee tana e oes ak aoa $3,481 24 
DISBURSEMENTS 

For Rent of Hall and safe. ....................200005 30 00 

1 |<: Tea 8300 00 

Printing and Stationery............-...0..002 00s 1,120 40 

Travel fees Grand Officers. .............0000c0e 407 58 


Banquet,........ 0... cece cece cece eee ceseeeeecees 187 00 
Capitation fees ...... 0... cee cece eee eee ee eee 62 90 


84 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 


For Taxes on Stocks. .. 1... 20... ce ce ee eee ees 10 92 
OHARA ico Sees eee eesareoleeecueiete 100 00 
One-tenth receipts to Grand Fund..............- 277 69 
Cash on hand to new account...............6-.- 934 75 

Totals ccc taiels ds otact ie tiatstweces eet a $3,431 24 


Property in Stocks— 


Four shares Boylston Bank............ cost.......... 494 50 
Two shares Atlantic Bank............. cost.......... 198 00 
Fourteen shares Ogdensburg R. R...... COSt... 2.6.6. 1,218 25 
Kight shares Michigan Central R. R....cost.......... 896 00 
Teh shares Naumkeag Milla........... CORE... ee eee 1,366 25 
$4,178 00 © 

Cash on hand. .......... cece cece eee ee eees 934 75 
Property of Grand Commandery............ $5,107 75 

The Grand Fund now amounts to.......... 12,647 10 

$17,754 85 


Your committee have also closely examined the books of the Grand 
Recorder and find them neatly and correctly kept. He has received 


For Dues on returns. .......... cece eee eee eet eens $2,045 00 
‘per Capita Tax... ... 0... ce ccc cece ence eee 273 05 

One Dispensation Cyprus Commandery........... 40 00 
Three Charters, Athol, Bay State and Cyprus..... 180 00 


Eight copics printed Proceedings at 1.25 each..... 10 00 


All of which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer and he is in possession 
of proper receipts. We find that there are now due the Grand Com- 
mandery returns and fees from the following commanderies: Newbury- 
port, Saint Bernard, Connecticut Valley, Godfrey de Bouillon, Narra- 
gansett, Bristol, Northampton and Natick. 

Washington Commandery have sent in their returns but have not sent 
their dues. There is due the Grand Commandery from St. John’s Com- 
mandery last year’s per capita tax which based upon the membership of 
1871 would be $16.00, also from St. Bernard Commandery one year per 
capita tax based upon their membership of 1871 would be $4.05. 

Your conimittee in their examination have noticed the amount of work 
that falls to the office of Grand Recorder, and would recommend that the 
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sum of three hundred dollars be paid him for his services the past year, 
feeling fully assured that if the laborer is worthy of his hire, it is his just 
due. 

Courteously submitted, 


Z. H. THOMAS, JR.) 
J. M. GREENWOOD, + Committee. 
C. E. A. BARTLETT, § 


On motion it was 


Voted, To accept the report and adopt the recommendation. 


Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be paid the sum of one hundred dol- 
lars for his services the past year. 


In GRAND CoMMANDERY, 
Boston, October 28th, 1874. 


The committee on credentials have attended to the duty assigned them 
and report the following members and representatives present: 


Grand Off cere 6.864 sess babes Cdk dediedeb saat betes 14 
Past Grand Officers............ ccc ccc ccc c cer ecceeees 9 
Past Eminent Commanders............0..-ceceeeeeers 21 
Eminent Commanders... ..........00cccceccccccccecs 20 
Generalissimos ... 2... 0... cece cece cece tee ce tere cence 17 
Captains Generals... 0.0.2.0... cece cece cee rece e neces 12 
Proxleseccce cicacelh ie eases wnt wie see ee aha abe eens 11 

POtal seats Soe anc ok Bae Peed ee ae ae 104 

Fraternally submitted, 


GEORGE MOULTON, 
CALEB SAUNDERS, 


Committee on Credentials. 


PROXIES. 


Sir Edwin J. Nightingale of Calvary Commandery for E. Sir N. Van 
Slyck, Past Grand Commander. 

Sir Henry M. Rawson, of Calvary Commandery for E. Sir W. B. Bland- 
ing, Past Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, of Calvary Commandery for Sir Joseph E. 
Spink, Captain General. 

Sir J. M. Woods, of Milford Commandery for Sir Silas W. Hale, E. 
Commander. 

Sir William F. Kimball, of Bethany Commandery for Sir Thomas Ley- 
land, Captain General. 
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E. Sir Henry Chickering, of Berkshire Commandery for Sir W. D. 
Axtell, Eminent Commander, Sir D. C. Munyan, Generalissimo, and Sir 
George C. Dunham, Captain General. 

Sir Seranus Bowen of Bristol Commandery for Sir John L. Kendall, 
E. Commander. 

Sir James M. Greenwood, of Gethsemane Commandery for Sir R. L. 
Davis, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Charles E. Parsons, of Olivet Commandery for Sir John Shaw, 24d, 
Generalissimo. 


The following commanderies were found to be repre- 
sented : 


Sarnt JOHN, BETHANY, 
Boston, Wrnsitow Lewis, 
NEWBURYPORT, JERUSALEM, 
WASHINGTON, BERKSHIRE, 
WORCESTER County, WOONSOCKET, 
SPRINGFIELD, GopFREY DE Boum..on, 
Hoy SEPULCHRE, JOSEPH WARREN, 
PILGRIM, SoutH SHorg, 
PALESTINE, BRISTOL, 
Mr.Forp, NarTIcK, 
CALVARY, GETHSEMANE, 
HAVERBILL, OLIVET, 

Op CoLonry, Bay State, 
Sutton, — CyYPRvs. 


Total 28. 


Voted, That the expenses of the first four Grand Officers incurred ;by 
their attendance at the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, in New Orleans in December next, be paid by_this 
Grand Commandery. 


Offered by Sir Thomas A. Doyle, and adopted, 


RESOLVED, That the representatives of this Grand Commandery, be 
and they are hereby instructed to endeavor to obtain such action by the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, as will secure a per diem and 
mileage for the officers and members of the Grand Encampment, actually 
attending the sessions of that body. 


Voted, That the sum of one hundred dollars be donated to the family 
of the late Sir Robert Lash. 


The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the 
R. E. Grand Commander requested Past Grand Commander 
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Sir William Ellison to occupy the Grand East during the 
election. . 

The question being raised, the R. E. Grand Commander 
presiding, decided 


That a Sir Knight holding the three proxies from his own commandcry 
had a right to cast the three votes in addition to his own. 


The number of voters present was then verified and 
found to be as reported by committee on credentials. 

The following committees were appointed to collect and 
report the number of votes cast. 


First. Sirs W. W. Baker, T. A. Doyle, C. E. Powers. 


Seconp. Sirs 8. C. Lawrence, George Moulton, Z. H. Thomas, Jr. 


The following Eminent Knights were declared elected: 


R. E. Sir Cuarnes A. Srorr.............. Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Henry W. Roae................ Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Wyzeman MARSHALL............-. Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir JoHN DEAN.......... 2. e eee ee eee Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. Georar 8. Noyves............ Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Netson W. ALDRICH ............-. Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Georce H. Stacy...........-...5- Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir WiLIAM PARKMAN..............-. Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir ALFRED F. (HAPMAN.............. Grand Recorder. 


The official obligation was administered by the E. Grand 
Prelate, and the R. E. Grand Commander was installed by 
E. Sir William Ellison. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced the appointed 
officers as follows, after which he completed the ceremony 
of installation : 


E. Sir Hocum HosrorD...............0005 Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir Dante. E. CHASE..........60.00 005 Grand Standard Bearer. 
E. Sir Wrunriam H. Kent................. Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Gzorce H. BuRNHAM.............- Grand Captain of Guards. 
E. Sir Epvwarp L. FREEMAN ........... ) 

E. Sir E. Dana BANCROFT............-. Grand Lecturers. 

E. Sir CHARLES M. AVERY............. 

E 


. Sir EBEN F. GAY... ... ccc eee ee ee ee Grand Sentinel. 
12 
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The following committees were appointed : 


_ON CREDENTIALS, 
Sir James M. Greenwood, Sir A. H. Cushman, Sir W. H. Wright. 


ON PRINTING, 
E. Sir N. Van Slyck, Sir Charles E. Powers, Sir A. F. Chapman. 


ON BY-LAWS, 
Sir W. F. Salmon, Sir George 8. Noyes, Sir Caleb Saunders. 


The official proclamation was made by E. Sir George H. 
Burnham, Grand Captain of the Guards. 


Sir Thomas A. Doyle proposed the following amend- 
ments to the constitution: 


ARTICLE I. 
Section 4. The last clause is hereby repealed. 
Section 5. The first two clauses are hereby repealed. 
Section 5th shall read as follows: 


No member of this body shall have more than one vote on any ques- 
tion, except as the proxy of a subordinate commandery in which case he 
may cast such proxy vote in addition to his own. 


ARTICLE II. 

Section 6. Add thereto these words— 

“ And may be represented in the Grand Commandery by a proxy duly 
appointed by a vote of the commandery, under the seal thereof; who shall 
have power, in the absence of all the members of the council of said com- 
mandery at any session of the Grand Commandcry, to cast the three votes 
of said commandery. 


Voted, That the proposed amendments together with the whole subject 
of representation be referred to a committee of three to report in May 
next. 


Sir Thomas A. Doyle, Sir Henry Chickering and Sir W. W. Baker 
were appointed said committee. 


The committe on diplomas reported progress. 


The special committee on by-laws reported as follows: 
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In GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
. Boston, October 28th, 1874. 


Your committee to whom was referred a revised code of by-laws of 
Boston Commandery and certain amendments to the by-laws of Jerusa- 
lem Commandery, at Fitchburg, respectfully report that they have 
examined the same. They recommend the following changes in those 
of Boston Commandery, that there be added at the close of Section 3, 
Article 3, the following words, ‘‘ dispensation therefor having been first 
obtained.” Also add in Section 8, Article 9, after the word delinquent, 
the words, ‘‘of the time when, and the place where action will be taken 
in his case.” 

Some portion of the duties of officers as recited in this code of by-laws, 
are such as in those of some new commanderies have been stricken out. 
These portions have been in the by-laws of this, one of our oldest com- 
manderies from the first, and have heretofore been formally approved; 
they are looked upon by some of the older members rather as land-marks, 
which we learn from their officers they are exceedingly anxious still to 
retain, as they have been allowed to do heretofore, because of their tra- 
ditional antiquity. Such courtesies, we believe are not unknown in the 
proceedings of Grand Bodies toward their older subordinates, and your 
committee report the facts for the consideration of this Grand Com- 
mandery. 

With the amendments proposed and such action as the Grand Command- 
ery sees fit to take in relation to the recital of the duties of officers, your 
eommittee recommend their approval. The amendments to the by-laws 
of Jerusalem Commandery, are not in conflict with the Grand Constitu- 
tion, and we recommend their approval. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY CHICKERING, ) 
GEORGE E. STACY, Committee. 
- CHARLES M. AVERY, § 


Voted, That the report be accepted. 


There being no further business, the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander commended the courtesy of the Sir Knights and 
approved of their attention to the dispatch of business. 

The Grand Commandery was then adjourned. 

A true report of the Proceedings of the Special, Semi- 
Annual and Annual Assemblies of the Grand Commandery 
of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island. 

Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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Representatives of other Grand Gommanderies near the Grand 
Commandery of Rlussachusetts and Rhode Island. 


Kansas. ..........0000- E 
New Jersey............ E. 
Pennsylvania .......... E 
Indiana. ............0.. E. 
California... ...0...00.. E 
New York...........-. E 
Kentucky............5- . 
Vermont............. EL 
TOWA ici eet ake E 
Nebraska. ............. E 
Maryland. ............. E. 
Minnesota ..........66. E 
Illinois. ............... oF 
Missouri... .........005 E 
Georgia... 0... eee. KE. 
Louisinna ..............E. 


. Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Mass. 


Sir Wiuitam S. GARDNER, Newton, Mass. 


. Sir ALFRED F. CHarMan, Boston, Mass. 


Sir HENRY CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass. 


. Sir CHAR Les H. Trrvs, Boston, Mass. 
. Sir WiLLiam 8. GaRpDNER, Newton, Mass. 


Sir WyzEMAN MARSHALL, Boston, Mass. 
Sir ALFRED F. CHapMAN, Boston, Mass, 


. Sir Nicnouas Van Sriyck, Providence, R. I. 
. Sir Henry W. Rvaa, Providence, R. I. 


Sir Trromas A. Doy.r, Providence, R. I. 


. Sir CHARLES A. Srort, Lowell, Masa. 
. Sir Win1iaM 8. GARDNER, Newton, Mass. 
. Sir WinLiaM 8S. GARDNER, Newton, Mass. 


Sir MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS, Boston, Mass. 


. Sir WitttaAM W. Baker, Boston, Mass. 


Representatives of this Grand Commandery near other 
Grand Commanderies. 


Pennsylvania .......... E 
Vermont..........6.06- E. 
Missouri... .........2-6- E 
Louisiana............. y 
Kentucky...........06. ‘. 
Georgia... cece eee E. 
Nebraska. ............. q. 
Indiana................ ‘. 
Virginia... ........ eee a. 
Tilinois.............68- q 
New York............. E 
LOWS od eccareeees eee E 
Maryland............46 E. 
Minnesota ............. E 


New Jersey.........--. R. 


. Sir JAMES M. Porter, Easton. 


Sir W. TT. H. Warrcoms, Burlington. 


. Sir GEORGE FRANK GovuLEy, St. Louis. 
. Sir Josepu P. Hornor, New Orleans. 


Sir WitiiaMm ALVA WARNER, Louisville. 
Sir CHARLES ARMSTRONG, Macon, 

Sir Ensen K. Lone, Omaha. 

Sir Davip P. WieEpbon, Fort Wayne. 
Sir WiLL1aM B. Isaacs, Richmond. 


. Sir Vincent L. Hurigut, Chicago. 
. Sir Ropert H. WaTERMAN, Albany. 
. Sir Ropert F. Bower, Keokuk. 


Sir Frank J. KuGuer, Baltimore. 


. Sir Henry L. Carver, St. Paul. 


E. Sir WiniiamM H. McILHANNEY, Elizabeth. 


vi 


FIRST EMINENT COMMANDER 
—or— 
OLIVET COMMANDERY, 
DIED WHILE IN OFFICE, JANUARY 27TH, 1874, 


AGED 59 YEARS. 


An honored citizen, a good Mason, a true and courteous 
Sir Knight. 


by Zion 


y IN MEMORIAM |e 


ea 
Sit Charles Whitlock Moore, 


Born Marcu 291, 1801, 


Diep DECEMBER 12TH, 1873. 


PAST M. E. GRAND MASTER. 


He held many offices, Grand and Subordinate, and in a! 
Masonic knowledge was “‘ first among his equals.” 


Sutton Commandery, 


Sir BENJAMIN RYDER, 
“ JonaTHan F. Cowen, 
‘“* GeorGE W. LOBDELL, 
‘““ W. B. Noone. 


Bethany Commandery, 


Sir ELBRIDGE JOSLYN. 


Winslow Lewis Commandery, 


Sir NaTHANIEL P. C. PATTERSON, 


‘© FRANKLIN GRAVES. 


Jerustlem Commandery, 


Sir ALFRED HitcHcock, 
‘“ E. A. LARKIN. 


Hugh De Payens Commandery, 


Sir Cyrus WAKEFIELD, 

“ WinuiamM H. RIcHARDSON, 
C, F. SYFFERMAN, 
WILLIAM MARTIN, 

5. O. DEARBORN. 


Saint Omer Commundery, 


Sir Ropert K. Potter, 

‘ D. McBean THAXTER, 

‘* GEORGE BAXTER, Jr. 
Berkshire Commandery, 


Sir Ep. 8. Hunt. 


Woonsocket Commandery, 


Sir Perer ILLINGWoRTit. 


William Parkinan Commandery, 


Sir Darics B. Kipper. 


Bristol Commandery, 
Sir LEONARD WALKER. 


Northampton Commandery, 


Sir Epwarp C. CRarTts. 


Olivet Commandery, 


Sir BowMAn B. BREED. 
E. Sir Gkorce W. KEENE. 


CS) 


WLIOGRAO EI CML Suge Ciel 


: 3. Sir AU hyarles i. Titus. 


* 


s 


CHARLES H. TITUS. 


Rev. CHaArR.es H. Titus was born in the then Province 
of Maine, County of Kennebec, town of Monmouth, on the 
eleventh day of April, 1819. 

He was the only son of Samuel and Betsey (Kelley) Titus. 
He had two sisters, Sarah Kelley, older, and Eliza Jane, young- 
er, than himself. Both the sisters and the father have been 
dead many years. The mother still survives in a hale old age, 
residing in Monmouth. 

Mr. Titus, senior, was a farmer; and the son worked with 
his father upon the farm in summer, attending the district 
school during the winter season, until he was sixteen years of 
age, when he became a student at Monmouth Academy, and 
began his school-teaching experience the folllowing winter. 
Until twenty-five years of age his time was wholly given to lite- 
Trary pursuits and teaching. His father was not wealthy, and 
after his death, which occurred when the son was about eigh- 
teen years of age, he declined to receive anything from the 
limited estate of some $2,000, and paid his own school expenses 
by devoting a portion of the time to teaching. 

After leaving Monmouth Academy he became connected 
with the Maine Wesleyan Seminary, at Kent’s Hill, Readfield, 
where he enjoyed the friendship, counsel and instruction of 
those eminent teachers of youth, Rev. William C. Larrabee, 
LI.D., and Rev. Benjamin F. Tefft, D.D., LL.D., whose in- 
finence upon his formative mind has proved a continued bless- 
ing through all subsequent years. At this school he also en- 
joyed the instruction of Prof. Walsh, a wonderful linguist, of 
whom ‘he took private lessons in Hebrew and Biblical Greek. 
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In 1839 he entered the Bangor Theological Seminary, where he 
spent one year for the special purpose of continuing his studies 
in the original languages of the Holy Scriptures. 


In April, 1840, being enfeebled by overwork, he sought to 
recruit his health by a change of climate, and removed to 
Greencastle, Indiana, in company with Prof. Larrabee, who 
had been elected to a professorship in the Asbury University, 
located at that place. Here he was immediately elected by the 
trustees as Tutor of Languages in the Preparatory Department 
of the college. While fulfilling the duties of this office he 
enjoyed all the privileges of the college. He completed the 
course of study, and graduated on the fourteenth day of Sep- 
tember, 1842. Rev. Matthew Simpson, D.D., now bishop in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, was then President of the 
University, and invested him with his first literary degree; and, 
on the evening of the same day, united him in marriage with 
Miss Martha Dunn, daughter of Col. William Dunn, of East 
Poland, Maine, and sister to Mrs. Tefft and Mrs. Larrabee. 
Their married life has been peculiarly happy; and, during all 
the years they have journeyed on together, home has been a 
word of special significance and comfort to them. They have 
been blessed with two children, Laura Jane, the wife of Mr. 
Edgar Pratt, of Providence, and Charles Henry (H. C. 1872), 
now acting as clerk in the Grand Seerctary’s office. 


During the winter of 1842-43 Mr. Titus and his wife con- 
ducted, with much success, a private academy at Madison, 
Indiana. His enfeebled health obliging him to desist from 
teaching, he spent the following summer in making an exten- 
sive tour through the Northwest, in company with Rev. Edward 
R. Ames, D.D., now bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
In this journey he traversed Lake Huron, Lake Superior, St. 
Louis River and the Mississippi River, from Sandy Lake to St. 
Louis, Missouri. Seven hundred miles of this voyaging were 
made in a birch bark canoe, with Indian half-breeds as guides. 

In the autumn of 1843, Mr. Titus and his wife returned to 
their native State of Maine; and in August, 1844, he was ad- 
mitted to the Maine Annual Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, at its session held in Bangor; was ordained to 
the office of Deacon by Bishop Hedding; and was appointed 


101 


to the pastorate of the church in Frankfort. This church he 
served during the constitutional limit of two years, when, find- 
ing the climate too rigorous for his feeble health, he embraced 
the offer of a transfer to the Providence Conference; and in 
July, 1846, was appointed to the Pleasant Street Church, New 
Bedford, where he continued two years. At the session of the 
Conference held in Fall River, Mass., 1847, he was ordained to 
the office of Elder by Bishop Janes. In his ministerial work 
in this Conference he was appointed successively to Woon- 
socket, R. I., two years; Edgartown, Mass., two years; East 
Weymouth, Mass., two years; Taunton, Mass., one year, when 
he was appointed to the office of Presiding Elder of Providence 
District, embracing in its territory the State of Rhode Island, 
and Bristol County, Mass., and placing under his care and 
supervision between forty and fifty churches. During the 
four years hé held this office he resided at Taunton. When 
this office expired by limitation, he was appointed again to 
the pastorate as follows: Warren, R. I., two years; Newport, 
R. IJ., two years; Phenix, R. L, three years,— the limit of the 
pastorate to the same church having been extended by the Gen- 
era] Conference of 1864 to three years,— and remained at Phe- 
nix the fourth year without regular appointment, but still 
serving the church as Pastor. At the close of his labors at 
Phenix he was appointed again to Taunton, two years; then to 
Warren again, two years, when, April 10th, 1871, he accepted 
the pro tempore appointment of Grand Master Gardner to the 
office of Recording Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts. In June following he was duly clected to this | 
office by vote of the Grand Lodge, and at each subsequent” ~ 
unnual election has been continued in the office by unanimous 
vote. 

His first knowledge of masonry was gained when he was a 
laud about ten years of age. A remarkable funeral was held in 
the neighborhood of his residence, which he and all the region 
round about attended. Major White, the deceased, was an old 
neighbor and friend of his father, and a prominent townsman. 
The major was buried with full masonic honors, and the cere- 
monies made ua strong and lasting impression upon the mind of 
the keenly observant lad. The rich masonic regalia, the mourn- 
ful music, the muffled drums, the solemn march ground the 
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grave; the sprig of ucacia reverently deposited by each brother, 
saying, a3 he dropped his emblem of immortality into the open 
grave, ‘The will of God is accomplished — Amen — so mote 
it be!” stirred to the very depths of the soul the excited boy; 
und he then resolved within himself, that when he became a 
man he would be a mason. This was at a time when masonry 
was much spoken against, but he was prepared in his heart at 
that carly age to be made a mason. 


During the latter part of his residence at Greencastle, Ind., 
the lodge in that place was resuscitated, and he arranged with 
a friend, who was a member, to present his application for the 
degrees; but before they were in a condition to comply with his 
request, he removed to Madison. In his subsequent itinerant 
life, and earnest devotion to his profession, he found no con- 
venient time or place to knock at the masonic dvor, until his 
protracted residence in Taunton, while Presiding Elder of 
Providence District. Jlaving for once gained legal residence 
and citizenship, he made application to King David Lodge for 
the degrees. His petition was recommended by brother Jacob 
Burt, and, accompanied by the usual fee, was received by the 
lodge September 22d, 1858, and referred to brothers 8. N. 
Staples, William Cox and Charles Lawton. On the 20th of 
October following, the committee made a favorable report, and 
he was duly elected to receive the degrees. On the same even- 
ing he was initiated an Entered Apprentice. William M. Parks 
was then W. Master; Edward Mott, Senior Warden; David A. 
Jackson, Junior Warden; and the venerable Alfred Baylies, 
Secretary. Before retiring from the lodge that night, his name 
was written by Dr. Baylies, upon the lamb-skin or white leather 
upron, which he had received from the W. Master as the em- 
blem of innocence, and the badge of a mason, and which he 
still preserves as a precious relic. He was passed to the second 
degree Noy. 17, 1858, and on the 15th of December following, 
was raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason. Here be- 
gan his esoteric masonic life, and to the brethren of King David 
Lodge he is much indebted, not only for faithful masonic in- 
struction, but for unfailing brotherly kindness. 


Having been so long prepared in his heart to become a mason 
he at once became zealous in cultivating the ritual and princi- 
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ples of masonry. During the following year he received the 
Capitular degrees in Adoniram Chapter, New Bedford, of 
which Col. Timothy Ingraham was then, as he had been for 
many years, High Priest, and from whom he received much 
valuable instruction. The Council Degrees were conferred 
upon him by the late venerable James Salsbury, in Providence 
Council of Royal and Select Masters. During the winter of 
1859 and 1860 he received the Orders of Knighthood in St. 
John’s Encampment of Knights Templars, at Providence, R. I. 
In May, 1860, while residing at Warren, R. I., he was invested 
with the Ineffable Degrees, by Kilian H. Van Rensselaer, in 
‘King Solomon’s Grand Lodge of Perfection, at Providence. 
Subsequently, while residing at Newport, he received the re- 
maining Degrees of the A. A. Rite to the Thirty-Second inclu- 
sive. In 1867 he was created a Sov. Gr. Insp. Gen. Thirty- 
Third Degree, at Boston, and elected an Honorary Member of 
the Sup. Coun. of the Northern Mas. Juris. of the U. S. A. 

Among the many offices he has held in masonry the follow- 
ing may be enumerated: W. Master of King David Lodge, 
Taunton; T. I. Master of Webb Council of Royal and Select 
Masters, Warren, R. I.; Commander of St. John’s Encamp- 
ment, Providence, R. I., Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge 
of Rhode Island; Grand Prelate, Grand Cap. Gen., Dep. Grand 
Master, and Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island. He has also enjoyed the honor 
of acting as First Officer of the Lodge, Council, Chapter and 
Consistory of the A.A. Rite; but more for the purposes of the 
organization and establishment of those bodies than for actual] 
work in the ritual of that Rite. le is now, as he has been for 
several years, Grand Prior of the Supreme Council Thirty- 
Third degree, and of the Massachusetts Council of Delibera- 
tion, A. A. Rite. 

His masonry has, doubtless, been of greater benefit to him, 
and more highly prized from the fact that he has uniformly 
paid the regular fees for the various degrees he has received, 
neither claiming nor receiving any remission on account of his 
clerical profession. He retains his membership in the bodies 
which have conferred upon him this honor, and generally in those 
that ita the degrees. In 1872 he united with several of 
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his old associates in King David Lodge, in the formation of 
anew lodge at Taunton, which his associates subsequently, 
against his protest, called by his own name. 

This lodge was chartered March 12, 1873, and constituted in 
AMPLE FORM on the 28th of the same month, under the title 
and designation of Charles H. Titus Lodge. 

The engraved stcel plate, on which the portrait was printed 
which accompanies this sketch, was the generous gift of this 
lodge. 

Though his natural force is somewhat abated, his zeal for 
masonry has not lessened, and he is now devoting what strength 
he has to the good of masonry in general, and to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts in particular. 


27. 


SEASREBBE SSS 
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COMMANDERIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS 
AND RHODE ISLAND, 1873-'74. 


SAINT JOHN,........0.cccc es ceecccenees Providence, R. I. 
ee 1) ee Boston, Mass. 
NEWBURYPORT, ... 2.2.2.0... 000 cece eeees Newburyport, Mass. 
WASHINGTON,.. 0.2.0.0. 00 cccccs cece eeees Newport, R. I. 
WORCESTER COUNTY,.......0.00 csc eeee Worcester, Mass. 
SPRINGFIELD,..... 0.00... 0 0002 eeeeeeeee Springfield, Mass. 
DE (MOUAY 5: 63:50i8-55.05-2006 4 8.6054 Buea Boston, Maas. 

Houy SEPULCHRE,............0 0c cee ees Pawtucket, R. I. 
PIHIAGRIMGS seed thee bee eaten eis Lowell, Mass. 
PALESTINE) |62:36:3,0sdsieieon £5 Sots wee ciees Chelsea, Mass. 
MIGPORD 3. 5i'5i.6 6 bee a4 ba ok ee ve sale as Milford, Mass. 
SAINT BERNARD,..........00ceceeseeees Boston, Mass. 
CALVARY, 2.6. oad eaGdde Boban a Gea Providence, R. I. 
HAVERATUA, 6284 6eo os vecielenie cle oe Feed eee Haverhill, Mass. 
OLD COLORY,........ 0000 cc cece ee cceeees Abington, Mass. 
BUTTON, 06656 68 dai idnee Ouse eae eee wees New Bedford, Mass. 
BETHANY 235) 1065 of etigiee cities e dor endo bie Lawrence, Mass. 
Wrurstow LEWIS,........0. 00 cece eevee Salem, Mass. 
JERUSALEM oo seco) 0b ak eee oe Ra we Fitchburg, Mass. 
Huau DE PAYENS,...............000085 Melrose, Mass. 
BAINT OMERYo6 5.05 oe bes db eee ee dae es South Boston, Mass. 
BERKSHIRE,..........0-000000- peice Pittsfield, Mass. 
WOONSOCKET, «5 ieee cineca eeesasceees Woonsocket, R. I. ~ 
CONNECTICUT VALLEY, ....-...0.00000- Greenfield, Mass. 
GODFREY DE BOUTLLON,.........00s00e Fall River, Mass. 
JOSEPH WARREN,.........0 00sec eeeeees Boston Highlands, Mass. 
NARRAGANBETT,. 0.0.0.0 cc sc cee eee eeees Westerly, R. I. 
WILLIAM PARKMAN,......-...-ceeeeeees East Boston, Mass. 
NORTHAMPTON, ......0.0 cc cseeceenceees Northampton, Mass. 
SouTH SHORE,...........0 cece cece eeeee Weymouth, Mass, 
BRISTOL, oo0..0.56 ado See tee cheeses Mansfield, Mass. 
TRINTPY pcs ices cei eave tees sce stds we Hudson, Mass. 
NATIOR; <0 60 cei isc da ee oes Med een Bees ss Natick, Mass. 
COBUR DE LION.... 0.0. cece eee ee eee eee Charlestown, Mass 
GETHSEMANE, ....... 0000 cece cece eeeeees Newtonville, Mass 
OLIVET) 5 finseidsscie 0) 64 ails deleted eanioaend seks Lynn, Mass 

ATHOL, «6:00 cede cede weve te baaeiene ce Athol, Mass. 

BAY STATE, ..06.0 006 cc eee de ci eee’ Brockton, Masa. 
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PAST GRAND COMMANDERS 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDPERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


MEMBER OF 
NAMES. RESIDENCE. WHEN YEARS. 
IN OFFICE. 

* Sir Taomas SmirH Wess, Providence, R.I....... St. John’s, 1805-17 
* Sir WrmtiamM Wiikmson, Providence, R. I....... St. John’s, 1818-19 
* Sir Henry Fow .e, Boston, Mass..................4. Boston, 1820-25 
* Sir Jon CaR.ite, Providence, R.I.............. St. John’s, 1826-28 
* Sir Jonn James Lorine, Boston, Muas............... Boston, 1829-31 

* Sir RopertT Lasu, Boston, Mass..................000. Boston, 1832 
* Sir Epwarp Asa Raymonp, Boston, Mass........... Boston, 1888-84 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS DamE, Boston, Mass............ Boston, 1885-36 
* Sir Jonn Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass............... Boston, 1827-38 
* Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Mass........ Boston, 1889-41 
Sir Jonn Fit, M. D., Boston, Mass................ Boston, 1842-44 
* Sir Joun Barretr Hammatt, Boston, Mass,......... Boston, 1845-46 

*+ Sir RuEL Baker, Boston, Mass.............c0eeeee Boston, 1847 
* Sir Jonn Rurvus BRADFORD, Boston, Mass........... Boston, 1848-50 
Sir James Hutcuison, Providence, R. I........... St. John’s, 1851-53 
* Sir Smion Wieary Rosrson, Lexington, Mass ....De Molay, 1854-55 
Sir DanrEL Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass.......... Boston, 1856-57 
Sir WinsLtow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass............ Boston, 1858-59 
* Sir Witir1aM Frevp, Providence, R. I....... Holy Sepulchre, 1860-61 

Bir Witi1aAM ELuison, Boston, Mass..............06. Boston, 1862 


Sir Wituram SEWALL GARDNER, Newton, Mass..... Pilgrim, 1863-64 
Sir Rev. CoaRLES Henry TiTvs, Boston, Mass... .St. John’s, 1865-66 
Sir WiLL1amM WILson BAKER, Boston, Mass..... St. Bernard, 1867-88 
Sir BensaMIN7DEan, Boston, Mass................. 8t. Omer, 1869-70 
Sir NicHontas Van Stycx, Providence, R. I......... Calvary, 1871-78 


Deceased, 14; living, 11. 


* Deceased. t Died while in office as Grand Master. 


Norr.—Until and including 1868, the nomenclature was M. E. GRAND 
MASTER and GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDERS 
OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Henry Fow se, Boston, Mass. .............ecceeceee cree 1818-19 


* Sir Jomn Carne, Providence, R. 1... 2.2.0.2. ee eee ee ee ees 1820-24 
* Sir PETER GRINNELL, Providence, R.1...........-.0e eee e eee 1825-28 
* Sir Jostanh Wiitaker, Providence, R. L..............---006- 1829-30 
* Sir Ropert Lasu, Boston, Mass...............c cece ee eee ees 1831 
* Sir THomas Power, Framingham, Mass................0005- 1882 
Sir ABRAHAM ANNIS DAME, Hoston, Mass............0.0e00. 1833-34 
* Sir Joux Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass...............0.2 0000. 1835-36 
* Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Mass.............-. 1837-38 
Sir Jonn Fruit, M. D., Boston, Mass..........--...0e0ee eee 1839-41 
* Sir Jouxn Barretr Hammart, Boston, Mass..............0.. 1842-44 
* Sir Ruzt BAKER, Boston, Mass ...........c.cececcesceeseces 1845-46 
* Sir Jom~ Rorus BRapForD, Boston, Masas.................: 1847 
Sir James Hcrcurson, Providence, R.I........... 0.20 cc00ee 1848-50 
* Sir Suxon Wieern Rosson, Lexington, Mass............... 1851-53 
Sir Dante, _Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass................. 1854-55 
Sir Jonw McCienuan, Boston, Mass.............00ceceeceees 1856-57 
* Sir Wrtiam Fieup, Providence, R. [.......... cece eee eee 1858-59 
Sir WriL1aM Exuison, Boston, Mass............-sececeeeees 1860-61 
Sir Rev. CoarLtes Henry Tirvus, Boston, Mass,......... wacassiore 1863-64 
Sir WrLL1aM WILSON BAKER, Boston, Mass..............0: 1865-66 
Sir Bensamin Dean, Boston, Mass. ..........0cecesecceeeees 1867-68 
Sir WiLLuaM STEELE SHURTLEFF, Springfield, MaS8 oes is ccscee 1869-70 
Sir Cuargues A. Storr, Lowell, Mass,..........-..00seeceeee 1871-78 


* Deceased, 13; living, 11. 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 


OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir Henry Fow.e, Boston, Mass................ccece ee eeeee 1805-17 

* Sir Jonn Carni.eE, Providence, R. I........... eee ee ee ee eee 1818-19 

* Sir PETER GRINNELL, Providence, R. I...............202 000: 1820-24 . 

* Sir Joan James Lorine, Boston, Mass...........cceeeeecees 1825-28 

* Sir Ropert Las, Boston, Mass............-..0e. cece ceeeeee 1829-30 

* Sir Jacop AMEE, Boston, Mass...........0.cecceeceeeeceeens 1831 

* Sir Epwarp A8A RayMonD, Boston, Mass..............0208: 1832 

* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass............... 02.0 cece 1833-34 
Sir GILBERT Nurse, Boston, Mass ...........0.. cece eee cees 1835 

* Sir CHARLES WHITLOCK Moore, Boston, Mass............... 1836 
Sir Jonn Fim, M. D., Boston, Mass...............0eeeeeees 1837-38 

* Sir Jonn Barrett HamMatt, Boston, Mass.............06. 1839-41 

* Sir RuEL BAKER, Boston, Mass ............. 0s ccecceccenenee 1842-44 

* Sir Jawes Satapury, Providence, R. 1............0. 2. eee eeee 1845 

* Sir James Rurus BRApDFoRD, Boston, Mass..............0... 1846 
Sir James Hutcuison, Providence, R. I.............c0eeeeeee 1847 

* Sir Simon Wicarn Rosryson, Lexington, Mass............... 1848-50 
Sir Dante, Harwoop, M. D., Boston, Mass.... . alate aida e save sdes 1851-53 
Sir Jonn McCLELuaN, Boston, Maas..........-.....eeecceees 1854-55 

* Sir Cyrus Fiswer, Providence, R. 1............ cece eee eee es 1856 

* Sir Samur, Lewis, Providence, R. I.......... 22... ce ee ee eee 1857 

* Sir Coar.Les Ropnina, Boston, Mass...............-ceeeeeee 1858-59 
Sir WILLIAM SEWALI, GARDNER, Lowell, Mass............... 1862 
Sir WittramM WiLson Baker, Boston, Mass................+ 1863-64 
Bir THomas ArTuuR Doy Le, Providence, R. L.....-.......- 1865 

*+Sir Henry Burier, Providence, R. Lo... 2.2... ce eee ee ee eee 1866 
Sir Wiiut1am BuLtock Bsanpine, Providence, R. I.......... 1867-68 
Sir Nicho~as Van Siycx, Providence, R. 1..............56- 1869-70 
Sir Horace Danre.s, Pawtucket, BR. I.......... 0.0 eee eee ees 1871-73 


Deceased, 18; living, 11. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 


OF THE 


GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


* Sir JONATHAN GAGE, Newburyport, Mass..................-- 1805-14 

* Sir Jonn CARLILE, Providence, R [..............00..0- ee eee 1815-17 

* Sir Peter GRINNELL, Providence, R. I...................--- 1818-19 

* Sir Henry Pcurkirt, Boston, Mass...............--00eeeeeee 1820-22 

* Sir Joun Jawes Lorine, Boston, Mass...........-...-...--- 1823-24 

* Sir Jostran WHITAKER, Providence, R. I..................-. 1825-28 

* Sir Jacop Amer, Boston, Mass...........-...-..02200 2 eee eee 1829-30 

* Sir Taowas Power, Framingham, Mass..................... 1831 
Sir ApbRawAM ANNIS Dame, Boston, Mass.............0000-5- 18532 

* Sir JoserpH Youne, Jr., Newburyport, Mass................. 1433 
Sir GILBERT Nurse, Boston, Mass...............200 0c eeeee 1s34 

* Sir CHARLES WarITLocK Moore, Boston, Mass........-...... 1835 
Sir Jonn Fiimt, M. D., Boston, Mass...............-.---005- 1836 

* Sir Joann Barretr HamMMatt, Boston, Mass................. 1837-38 

* Sir WiLuiaM Fieup, Providence, R. I.............--........ 1839-41 

* Sir Barney Merry, Pawtucket, R.I..............-.......- 1842-43 

* Sir James Satspury, Providence, R. I.............. 0.0. eee 1844 

* Sir Samve. Feasenpven, Portland, Maine..................-. 1845 
Sir James Hutcnison, Providence, R. L................ 00008 1846 

* Sir Srron Wicoin Rosprneson, Lexington, Mass............... 1847 
Sir Wrns.ow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass.................... 1848-49 

* Sir Moses Ricuarpson, Providence, R. I........-.........6. 1850 

* Sir Asa Woopsvry, Wilkinsonville, Mass................... 1851-53 

* Sir Cyrus Fisser, Providence, R. I.................... 0006. 1854-55 

* Sir James Wargam Crooks, Springfield, Mass.............. 1856 

* Sir Jonn BLAKE Reep, Pawtucket, R. I.....................1857 
Sir GeorcE Francis Witson, Providence, R. I............. 1858-59 
Sir WiLutiAM SEWALL GARDNER, Lowell, Mass............... 1860-61 
Rev. Sir CoaRLes Henry Titves, Taunton, Mass............. 1862 
Sir Toomas ARTHUR Dove, Providence, R. L............... 1863-64 
Sir BenzamMiIn DEAN, Boston, Mass.............00.. 0000 ce ees 1865—66 
Sir Wiruiram STEELE Savrteerr, Springfield, Mass.......... 1867-68 
Sir CHarRLes Apams Srort, Lowell, Mass................... 1869-70 
Sir Henry CHICKERING, Pittsfield, Mass...................., 1871-75 


* Deceased, 21; living, 13. 
15 
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RECAPITULATIONS. 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
composed of 


Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded) 


Past Grand Officers (permanent members, excluding present 
Grand Officers). 6 cacsciscnee as vies eats eaeiee sn eae eee acess 


Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent 


members not included in enumeration of past or present Grand 
Officers, or present Commanders)............0.00 ese e eee eens 


Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-General of 39 Subor- 
dinate Commanderies....1...... 00. -e cece cece eet ee te saeeees 


TOA isaac dec eidee pe shaking Meee hae eects 
Whole number of Knights affiliated with Subordinate Command- 
OPIS 255 e2 5 pied a aoa x Saeed ea weenie Ss cud tele 0-0 8 a Wie es a’ Mig oe 


16 


19 
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MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
CuarRTeER, March 17, 1821. 


PABT COMMANDERS, 


(While under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island.) 


Sir Rev. Solomon SILas. Sir JosepH M. GERRISH. 
Sir Tuomas 8. BowLes. Sir SAMUEL FESsENDEN. 


Maine Encampment ceased to be under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. In 
1854, ib was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 


VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 
CHARTER, June 16, 1825. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


* Sir Rev. Ezrekren L. Bascoms, 1825. * Sir JoHN WaRrNEeR, 1827. 
Sir Rev. Lecius R. Paiar, D. D., 1826. * Sir Rev. Josgua Fiaae, 1828. 


The Charter of this Encampment was declared forfeited by a vote of 
the Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly, held February 28, 1838. 


ADDRESS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 


——005@30-0— — 


GRAND COMMANDER, : CHARLES A. STOTT, 


LOWELL, MASS. 


GRAND RECORDER, ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
91 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


